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The President’s Corner
By Janet Manchester
One day in early October, Frank Rawling and I took a stroll on the Boardwalk
Trail – at the request of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. It seems the Service
was making a video about Bombay Hook, and they wanted to include some
shots of birdwatchers enjoying the wildlife. We were told to emerge from the
woods onto the boardwalk and to walk toward the photographer, stopping two
or three times to view birds through our binoculars. The trouble was, it was a
lull time on the refuge, and almost no birds were to be seen, or even heard.
Nevertheless, we did as we were asked, walking along the boardwalk and scanning the sky and trees for movement. Eager to give the photographer the footage that he wanted, we spent some time intensely watching a turkey vulture
soaring overhead and then a couple of minutes observing a small group of goldfinches flitting around in the top of a tree at the edge of the marsh.
Despite the dearth of avian activity, the photographer did get the shots he
wanted, since what he was after at that particular time was footage of birders
and not birds.
What a difference a few weeks can make! As you read this, thousands of birds
are at the refuge, and many more are on their way there. November is the
peak time for waterfowl migration, bringing to the refuge not only geese and
ducks but also humans – many of whom come especially to witness the snow
geese. Being in the midst of tens of thousands of snow geese as they descend on
the ponds and marsh of the refuge is a sensory experience not soon forgotten.
Throughout November and December, the high populations of wintering birds
make Bombay Hook a noisy and active place.
There are also activities going on inside the Visitor Center. Each weekend
through November, a different wildlife artist will be exhibiting his/her artwork
in the auditorium (see the Calendar of Events). These exhibits are well worth
a trip to the refuge.
In addition, a number of guided outings onto the refuge have been scheduled
(again, see the Calendar of Events). So whether you like to tour the refuge as
part of a group or prefer to go it alone, this is a great time of year to visit Bombay Hook. Get out there and enjoy it!
****
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Bird Notes
By Frank Rawling
Spring Migration
Here we are -- it’s now fall and the leaves
are turning rich hues of color while Canada
and Snow Geese are making their return to
their migration stop at Bombay Hook. While
we are thinking about the approaching holiday season, let’s recall what birds were
found on the Hook in the Spring.

The Refuge Store
By Verna Price
Do your holiday shopping in the Refuge Store. We have short-sleeve and
long-sleeve T-shirts and nice warm
sweats!!! Come in and check them
out!!! You may want to look at Sibley’s
book of trees -- it is great!!
We appreciate your support for the
past year and we hope to see you here
doing your gift shopping!

Newsletter
is published quarterly by “Friends of Bombay Hook,
Inc. (FOBH)”, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
working in conjunction with Bombay Hook NWR and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. FOBH provides financial
and developmental support for environmental
education programs at the refuge and in communities
throughout the region.
Our readers are encouraged to share comments,
provide articles for publication and/or suggestions
regarding the refuge as well as notifying us of address
changes .
Please direct communications to:
Friends of Bombay Hook, Inc.
2591 Whitehall Neck Road
Smyrna, DE 19977
Phone: (302) 653-6872
Fax: (302) 653-0684
email: bombayhook@del.net
http://www.friendsofbombayhook.org
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March
Waterfowl were still in residence on March
1st with sightings of Pied-billed Grebe,
Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintails, Bufflehead and American Black Duck. There were
also
still
Tundra
Swans at the Refuge.
On the 3rd some
American
Wigeons
were seen at Dutch
Neck Road and a
Wood Duck at Finis
Pool. On the 5th a
late Purple Finch was
seen at the feeders
and American Pipits
Purple Finches
were seen near the
Allee House on the 6th. About 20 Common
Mergansers were on the bayside of Shearness. A Hairy Woodpecker was spotted
along the Boardwalk Trail on the 8th. The
same birder counted 18 Ring-necked Ducks
on Big Woods Pond and also a Merlin near
the Allee House. Ruddy Ducks were at
Shearness on the 14th as well as 2 Piedbilled Grebes. A nice sighting on the 15th
was a Pileated Woodpecker on Dutch Neck
Road near Finis Pool. On the 16th 2 Gadwalls were seen at Raymond Pool. That day
also saw the first sighting of Black-crowned
Night Herons at the usual spot at Bear
Swamp. A sure sign of spring was the calling
of Leopard and Chorus Frogs as well as
Spring Peepers, heard for the first time on
the 16th. A Pileated Woodpecker was seen
along the Parson Point Trail on the 18th as
well as a Peregrine Falcon near Raymond
Pool. Wilson’s Snipe put in an appearance
on the 19th and on the 21st a lone Greater

Scaup was seen on the bayside of Shearness. Green-winged Teal was seen on the
mud flats at Bear Swamp on the 20th. A
Rough-legged Hawk was noticed at Bear
Swamp on the 21st. The same location
hosted some 17 Wilson’s Snipe and an Eastern Phoebe. The same birder spotted a hybrid Canada x Snow Goose at Raymond that
day. Great Horned Owls are often spotted at
the Refuge and one was seen in the vicinity
of Shearness Pool on the 22nd. Large flocks
of Dunlin were seen at both Raymond and
Shearness on the 23rd. The first Brown
Thrasher of the season was reported from
the Boardwalk Trail on the 25th as well as a
sighting of an Eastern Towhee and 3 Hooded
Mergansers. On the 31st 2 adult Golden Eagles were reported at Bear Swamp Pool.
April
April opened with a sighting of 4 Long-billed
Dowitchers on the Shearness salt marsh, a
Winter Wren along the Bear Swamp Trail
and the first appearance of Purple Martins at
the Visitor Center. A Lesser Scaup was seen
at Raymond on the 2nd. A nice sighting on
the 4th was a Wild Turkey near Finis Pool.
The same day 2 American Golden Plovers
were seen at Shearness as well as the first
Osprey of the season. A Merlin was seen on
the 4th at Raymond Pool. Nine Glossy Ibis
put in an appearance on the 5th and an
American Bittern was spotted at Finis Pool.
The 9th was a good day at the Hook for the
number of sightings with American Coots
being seen at both Shearness and Finis on
that day as well as Tundra Swans at Raymond and a Hairy Woodpecker in the woodlot opposite the Boardwalk Trail. There were
also Purple Martins and an American Golden
Plover also seen on the 9th. The 10th was
not shabby either with some 15 Blue-winged
Teal at Shearness Pool as well as 2 Gadwalls. Also on the 10th a Virginia Rail was
heard along the Boardwalk Trail and 23
Least Sandpipers were seen at Bear Swamp.
The first Palm Warblers of the season were
reported in the field between Raymond and
Shearness on the 11th. By the 12th the
Black-crowned Night Heron colony at Bear
Swamp had risen to over 30 and there was
a single Rusty Blackbird at the Visitor Cen- 3

ter. The first Blue-grey Gnatcatchers of the
season were seen on the Bear Swamp Trail
on the 12th and a Yellow-rumped Warbler
on the Boardwalk Trail. Two Red-necked
Grebes were seen at Shearness on the 13th
and the first report of a Brown-headed Cowbird near Shearness. Three Pectoral Sandpipers were seen along the entrance road on
the 14th. A Chuck-wills-widow was heard at
Finis on the 16th and 2
Great Horned Owls were
seen at Bear Swamp.
Among the shorebirds
seen on the 17th were
both Yellowlegs, Shortbilled Dowitcher, Blacknecked Stilt, Western
Sandpiper and Dunlin. A
Yellow-headed Blackbird
was seen near ShearPine Warbler
ness on the 18th. The
same day both male and female Pine Warblers were seen in Finis Woods. On the 19th
a Green Heron was seen along the Boardwalk Trail. Two Willets were seen opposite
Shearness on the 24th. By the 25th, the
Boardwalk Trail held Orchard Oriole, Prairie
Warbler, Palm Warbler and House Wren. A
Prothonotary Warbler was seen at Finis Pool
that day as well as a fly-by Whimbrel. The
migrant parade included Indigo Bunting,
Baltimore Oriole, Orchard Oriole Greatcrested Flycatcher, Yellow-throated Vireo
and Common Yellowthroat on the 26th. A
Blue-headed Vireo was also seen that day.
Yellow Warblers were seen along the Boardwalk Trail the next day as well as a Blue
Grosbeak on the road between Raymond
and Shearness. Both Prothonotary and
Black-White Warblers were seen at the Finis
turnaround on the 28th.
May
There were 3 White-crowned Sparrows in
the shrubbery in front of the Visitor Center
on May Day. In addition an Indigo Bunting
and a Blue Grosbeak were seen near the
Allee House. Finis Pool, as usual, was home
to a Prothonotary Warbler. A sampling of
other species seen during the first 2 days of
May were Yellow-breasted Chat at Bear
Swamp, Orchard Orioles along Parson Point

Fish, Wildlife, Climate Change and a New
Conservation Legacy
By Tom Strickland and Sam Hamilton

Trail, Common-yellow Throats and Yellowrumped Warblers in the same area, Peregrine Falcon at Bear Swamp, Bay-breasted
and Chestnut-sided Warblers and Northern
Waterthrush along Parson Point Road, and a
Sedge Wren in the same area. Also on the
2nd a Yellow-crowned Night Heron was seen
at Bear Swamp. On the 4th a Merlin and a
Wilson’s Snipe were
seen on the Refuge.
A mixed group consisting of Shortbilled
Dowitchers,
Dunlin, and Blackbellied Plover estimated at over a
thousand were seen
on the salt flats at
Shearness on the
Blue Warbler
5th. Also on the 6th
Yellow Warblers and Common Yellowthroat
were seen along the Boardwalk Trail along
with both Marsh and House Wrens. The
same birder saw a Spotted Sandpiper at
Shearness and a Veery along the Bear
Swamp Trail. On the 7th the first sighting of
a Wood Thrush was reported. Magnolia Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, Black-throated
Blue Warbler and American Redstart were
all seen near Finis Pool on the 8th. Ruddy
Ducks were still around on the 9th. The
same day an Ovenbird was seen at Bear
Swamp Trail. Other warblers seen on the
9th were a Wilson’s along the trail to Raymond Tower and a Chestnut-sided opposite
the Boardwalk Trail. On the 14th there were
two Magnolia Warblers and a Blackpoll Warbler at Raymond Tower. On the 19th a
Brown Thrasher was at the Allee House and
there were 2 Virginia Rails along the Boardwalk Trail. Three Seaside Sparrows were
picked up on the Boardwalk Trail on the
22nd and a Wood Pewee at Finis Pool. A Willow Flycatcher was seen on the Boardwalk
Trail on the 23rd. A Black Tern was at
Shearness on the 27th. Closing out the season were 10 Glossy Ibis at Shearness on the
30th.

For more than a century, America’s hunters, anglers, and explorers of the outdoors have been among the first to warn
the nation of threats to the great landscapes and wildlife of our continent. And
since President Teddy Roosevelt – himself
an avid hunter – established the world’s
first wildlife refuge at Pelican Island in
Florida, they also have been the first to
respond.
Today, climate change poses a new threat
to our nation’s land, fish, wildlife, and water. And, once again, America’s outdoor
enthusiasts are among the first to witness
its effects. Hunters are seeing wildlife migration patterns shift because climate
change has affected the location and
abundance of food supplies; anglers are
seeing fish populations dwindle as river
and lake temperatures rise; and boaters
are seeing rising sea levels overtake wetlands and marshes near coastal communities that are vulnerable to floods and hurricanes.
For too long, the impacts of climate
change have been clear to Americans who
live and recreate on the land, but nearly
invisible in the priorities and policies in
Washington D.C.
But now, with a new Administration and a
growing sense of urgency among citizens,
it is time for our country to rise to the
challenge that climate change poses to
the places we love.
President Obama and his Administration
have gotten off to a fast start in changing
our nation’s energy policy, in tackling the
pollution that is causing the planet to
warm, and in preparing for the effects
that a changing climate will have our
world.

Cheers and Good Birding!
****
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Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar recently announced that the federal department that oversees one-fifth of the nation’s landmass - including the National
Wildlife Refuge System, the National Park
System, and the National System of Public Lands - has developed a first-ever coordinated and comprehensive framework
for managing the impacts of climate
change on America’s water supplies, wildlife, and landscapes.

stand the impacts of climate change.
To cite an example of the visionary partnerships we plan to replicate, at Alligator
River National Wildlife Refuge in North
Carolina, efforts are underway to combat
saltwater intrusion from rising sea levels.
We’re working with The Nature Conservancy, Duke Energy, and other partners
to create a management response that
includes building resilience into the land
and connecting Refuge lands to other important habitat.

The U.S Fish and Wildlife Service play an
important and integral role in the Department of the Interior’s coordinated climate
change response strategy.

We are also prepared to walk the walk
when it comes to reducing heat-trapping
pollution by playing a key role in the department’s broader Carbon Footprint Project.

The Service has released a draft Climate
Change Strategic Plan focusing on helping
fish, wildlife and plants adapt to changing
climates. As part of this plan, we will expand efforts to capture and store carbon
in the ecosystems we manage, such as in
hardwood forests and other natural carbon sinks.

These steps represent an ambitious Department-wide approach that acknowledges climate change is bigger than any
agency or organization. It also needs
your support and input. That’s why we
hope you will visit a national wildlife refuge soon and talk to our wildlife professionals about how climate change is affecting our world and what you can do to
help. We also hope you will learn more
about our strategic plan for climate
change and give us your feedback at
http://www.fws.gov/home/
climatechange/

The Fish and Wildlife Service has already
made great progress. For example, in
partnership with the Conservation Fund,
American Electric Power Company, and
Entergy Inc. we have developed an innovative carbon sequestration program in
the Lower Mississippi Valley that is also
restoring native habitats to bolster populations of wildlife and migratory birds. Together we have added more than 40,000
acres of habitat to the National Wildlife
Refuge System and reforested more than
80,000 acres, sequestering 30 million
metric tons of carbon over the project’s
70-year lifetime.
The Service will also help create a network of locally-driven, solution-oriented
Landscape Conservation Cooperatives
that will allow federal, state and local
partners to develop shared science capacity to inform conservation actions that
help priority species and habitats with-

A crisis, it is said, is an opportunity we
can’t afford to waste. Let’s tackle the impacts of climate change with determination. Let’s build a clean energy economy
that creates new jobs. And let’s build a
conservation legacy for America’s future
hunters, hikers, anglers, birders, and
boaters to enjoy for all time.
####
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Tom Strickland is Assistant Secretary for Fish
and Wildlife and Parks, Department of the Interior. Sam Hamilton is Director of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.

THE BREEDING COLONY OF PURPLE MARTINS AT BOMBAY HOOK
By Robert Mayer
When they returned to Bombay Hook in the spring of 2009, 98 pairs of purple martins found 107 nesting sites in 77 natural gourds, in 16 man-made super gourds, and in one wooden house. The nesting sites were located at the
east side of the Visitor Center and across the road near the Maintenance
Center. Although this was the largest number of nest sites since 2001 and
only one breeding pair less than the 99 purple martin pairs found in 2008,
they laid 24 fewer eggs, had 50 fewer hatchlings, and 89 fewer birds that
fledged (i.e., birds that reaching flying stage) than those in the previous
year. The overall success rate of 74 percent, the second lowest since 2001,
was attributed to excessive rain during the spring.
Purple Martin Table 2001 – 2009
2001 2002

Number Nest of Boxes

2003

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

N/A

N/A

53

83

58

95

106

103

107

Number of Pairs

24

41

36

54

54

77

88

99

98

Occupancy Rate

N/A

N/A

68%

65%

93%

81%

83%

96%

92%

Number Eggs Laid

109

190

164

283

235

390

424

475

451

Number of Hatchlings

99

152

135

224

195

352

387

441

391

Number Fledged

95

148

127

176

191

297

366

423

334

87%

78%

77%

62%

81%

76%

86%

89%

74%

Overall Success Rate

The natural gourds at the Visitor Center site and the man-made super
gourds were the most attractive nest sites with 100 percent occupancy;
however, the natural gourds at both the Visitor Center and the Maintenance
Center had the best success rates (78 percent and 81 percent).
Friends of Bombay Hook continues to support the purple martin program by
contributing support poles and gourds.
****
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Reprint of New Release dated 9/9/09

Immediate Release
September 9, 2009

For more information:
Carolyn Fields (202) 354-7222

Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge to be Featured in
United States Mint America the Beautiful Quarters™ Program
WASHINGTON – The United States Mint announced today that Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge in
Delaware will be honored through its new quarter-dollar program. The Bombay Hook design will be the
28th to be featured on coins released under the United States Mint America the Beautiful Quarters Program,
and will be issued in 2015.
Since 1937, Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge has hosted hundreds of thousands of migrating ducks,
geese, shorebirds, and neotropical songbirds in their spring and fall migrations. Tired and hungry between
Canada and the Gulf of Mexico, they seek shelter at Bombay Hook and feast on marsh grasses, fish, and
other important foods before continuing their flight. Bombay Hook’s 16,000 acres include freshwater pools,
swamps, upland forests, agricultural fields, and one of the largest unaltered tidal salt marshes in the MidAtlantic region.
The United States Mint America the Beautiful Quarters Program is a multi-year initiative authorized by
Public Law 110-456 — the America’s Beautiful National Parks Quarter Dollar Coin Act of 2008. The act
directs the United States Mint to strike and issue 56 circulating quarter-dollars with reverse (tails side)
designs emblematic of a national park or other national site in each state, the District of Columbia and U.S.
territories — Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands and the Northern Mariana
Islands. The quarters will be issued sequentially each year, in the order in which the featured site was first
established as a national park or site. The coins’ obverse (heads) will feature the familiar “restored” 1932
portrait of George Washington, including subtle details and the beauty of the original model.
The complete National Site Registry, which lists all 56 sites to be honored under the United States Mint
America the Beautiful Quarters Program in chronological order by year, is available at http://
www.usmint.gov/mint_programs/NSQuartersProgram/?action=siteRegister.
“These new quarters will honor some of our most revered, treasured and beautiful national sites – majestic
and historic places located throughout the United States and its territories that truly make us ‘America the
Beautiful,’” United States Mint Director Ed Moy said. “The designs will help reinvigorate interest in our
national parks, forests and wildlife refuges and educate the public about their importance to us and history.”
For more information about the Untied States Mint America the Beautiful Quarters Program, please visit
http://www.usmint.gov/mint_programs/NSQuartersProgram/index.cfm.

****
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Bombay Hook NWR Calendar of Events
Bombay Hook Visitor Center is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. year round
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on the weekends from September 5th until mid-December
The Allee House is closed for repairs until further notice
Check Bombay Hook’s website for updates and changes: bombayhook.fws.gov
Call (302) 653-6872 if you have any questions
Family Explorer Kit Available - Check out the kit at the Visitor Center and explore the Refuge. There
are wildflower, tree, bird, amphibian, reptile, insect, and mammal guides to help you identify what you
see on the 12-mile wildlife drive and 5 walking trails. Binoculars will help you get a close-up view of
birds and magnification lenses will help view smaller specimens. A dip net is provided to explore the
brackish pond on Boardwalk Trail and the freshwater pond at Finis.
November Weekends – Art and Artists at Bombay Hook - Each weekend different artists will display
and sell their work in the Visitor Center.
 November 7 and 8, 2009 - Larry Husfelt, Photographer
 November 14 and 15, 2009 - Ramona Maziarz, Pen and Ink Artist
 November 21 and 22, 2009 - Harold Van Dyke, Wildlife Wood Carver
 November 28 and 29, 2009 - Kim Steininger, Photographer
October 15 – November 12, 2009 Family Nature Scavenger Photograph Challenge - Bombay Hook
NWR invites families to celebrate National Wildlife Refuge week by participating in a nature scavenger
photograph search from October 15 – November 12, 2009. There will be 10 clues about wildlife and
habitat designations located on the Refuge. When you find the designated area, take a photograph of
your family there. This will be proof that your family has completed all 10 clues. When you complete
the scavenger photograph search, turn in the 10 photographs at Bombay Hook’s Visitor Center or email
your digital photos (low resolution) to tina_watson@fws.gov on or before November 12, 2009. Up to 50
families that hand in their search photographs will receive a one year entrance pass to Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge. Is your family up to the challenge? The scavenger clues can be picked up at the
refuge visitor center or printed from Bombay Hook’s website: bombayhook.fws.gov.
Sunday, November 15, 2009
3:00 pm - Sunset
Tour of the Refuge - Join Tina Watson, Outdoor Recreation Planner, for a management tour of the Refuge and for spectacular views of the geese
and ducks as they land in the impoundments at sunset. Meet at the Visitor Center.
Wednesday, November 18, 2009 9:30 am – 11:30 am Garden Keepers - If you would like to learn
about native plants join the Garden Keepers. The group helps maintain the Refuge’s landscaping and
develops educational native plant programs. Short meeting and garden work. Meet at the Visitor Center Auditorium.
Saturday, November 21, 2009
10:00 - 12 noon
National Family Volunteer Day - Help put
the landscaping around the Visitor Center to bed for the winter! Hands on volunteer opportunities.
Sunday, November 22, 2009
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm Bicycle Tour on the Refuge - Meet at the Visitor Center. Join Tina Watson for a guided bicycle tour. We will stop to discuss habitats, wildlife management techniques, and to identify birds. The guided trip will be approximately 6 miles. Riders may
continue their bicycle tour on their own through the 8 miles of Refuge roads. Roads are packed dirt and
a bicycle with hybrid tires is suggested. Bring your helmet and check the air in your tires!
Sunday, December 27, 2009
6:45 am - 12 noon Christmas Bird Count - Meet at the
Refuge Visitor Center at 6:45 am. For more information contact Andy Ednie at (302) 792-9591.
Important Reminder to Refuge Visitors….
To protect wildlife and their habitat and to provide the best opportunities in wildlife observation and photography, it is important not to disturb, injure, or damage plants and animals of the refuge. In fact, it is a prohibited
act as stated in 50 CFR27.51. This disturbance includes flushing birds and other wildlife or using electronic calls
(taping) to lure birds closer for observation or photography. Please remember to take only memories and photographs and leave only footprints.
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The Friends of Bombay Hook is taking
steps to save trees!!!
Since 1990, our organization has published newsletters four times a year. This
publication has been well-received and we hope
to continue keeping our members informed and connected by updating
our membership information. At the
same time, we are attempting to
gradually streamline any excess waste
and reduce returned newsletters as
part of our initiative to go electronic.
To receive your copy of the newsletter
by mail or online, please respond to this
mailing with your current contact information.
For notification of all upcoming Bombay
Hook events, please visit our website at
www.friendsofbombayhook.org .

Please note: We will only mail specific event announcements to
members in close proximity to the date of the event. Unless otherwise noted, everyone is welcome to attend any refuge events.

Please select your preference below:

This is my correct address on the newsletter

Please continue to send me the print version of
the Friends newsletter
I’d like to receive the online version of the Friends
newsletter via e-mail (require e-mail address)

If the information on the newsletter address is
incorrect, please make corrections below:

Name

I would not like either versions of the Friends
newsletter

Address

Please send your completed form to:

City, State, Zip

Phone
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Friends of Bombay Hook
2591 Whitehall Neck Road
Smyrna, DE 19977
Or email us at
bombayhook@del.net
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US Postage
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Permit #159
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2591 Whitehall Neck Road
Smyrna, DE 19977

The Friends of Bombay Hook newsletter is making some future
changes ….see page 9!!!
For Refuge events, please check
our Calendar of Events on
Page 8…..
…..And for updates and changes:
bombayhook.fws.gov.
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