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The President’s Corner
By Janet Manchester
Sometimes opportunity comes at the most unexpected times and in totally unforeseen ways.
In the midst of the worst economic crisis most of us have ever faced, an unprecedented opportunity has emerged for the National Wildlife Refuge System
to obtain much-needed funds to help improve and enhance our refuges. Your
Congressional representatives need to hear from you right away so they know
that this is important to their constituents.
Congressional leaders and staff are assembling an economic recovery package
for the new Congress that will be debated in early January. The National Wildlife Refuge Association and the Cooperative Alliance for Refuge Enhancement*
are supporting a plan to create nearly 20,000 green jobs on national wildlife
refuges throughout the U.S. The $1 billion proposal has been given to Congress
and the Transition Team for inclusion in the upcoming stimulus package.
Your Congressional representatives need to hear from YOU!
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service can put funds to work almost immediately
and has an established track record of quickly and effectively administering
emergency funds.
These are real jobs for habitat restoration, facilities improvement, and green
construction. Your help is needed to ensure that funding for refuges is included in the stimulus package.
A fact sheet about the proposal can be viewed at and downloaded from this
website:
http://www.refugenet.org/new-issues/GreenJobsForRefuges.html
Please contact your lawmakers (by letter, phone, or e-mail) and ask them to
support the proposal. Help to make a historic difference for refuges!!
*The Cooperative Alliance for Refuge Enhancement (C.A.R.E.) is a coalition of 22 diverse environmental, sporting, and scientific organizations, representing more than 14 million Americans.
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seen in the usual location at Bear Swamp and
Great Crested Flycatchers were seen in a couple of locations. Yellow Warblers were seen
along the Boardwalk Trail and a couple of
Black-bellied Plovers were observed at Bear
Swamp. On the
11th the first Osprey
was
reported. On the
next day, in addition to both adult
and
immature
Bald Eagles, two
Golden
Eagles
were
reported
over the Shearness salt marsh.
A nice find was a
Cedar Waxwing
Y el l ow - cro wne d
Night Heron at Bear Swamp. Black Skimmers
were seen at Shearness and Green Herons at
Finis Pool. Orchard Orioles were observed at
several locations and a Baltimore Oriole was
seen at Bear Swamp. There were 4 Blackthroated Green Warblers seen along the road to
Bear Swamp on the 15th and the Little Egret
was still in residence on the 19th. The Barred
Owl was on territory along Finis Pool Road on
the 21st and a Common Moorhen was seen in
the same area on the 29th. The month ended
with the sighting of Bobwhite along Bear
Swamp road on the 30th.

The Refuge Store
By Verna Price
The fall months were very busy in the store
and sales were great thanks to all of you.
Sales were as follows:
September

$2,214.64

October

$3,356.09

November

$4,143.85

We are always open to suggestions for
items to sell, so let us hear your ideas.
We thank you for helping us have a great
year!!!!

Bird Notes
By Frank Rawling
The Nesting Season
The summer season at The Hook is characterized by lots of birds and lots of mosquitoes and
green-head flies. But, nevertheless, birdwatchers are out on the Refuge. As we are ushering
the new year, what was seen this past summer?

June
The month began with the sighting of a dozen
Cedar Waxwings along the Boardwalk Trail.
This was followed by sightings of Black-necked
Stilts at Bear Swamp and a Grasshopper Sparrow in a field at the junction of the road to Allee
House and Finis Pool Road. At Finis Pool a
Prothonotary Warbler was seen. Glossy Ibis
made an appearance in early June and a Blue
Grosbeak was seen at Shearness Pool. A visitor
from Europe, a Little Egret, was seen on the
Refuge in several locations during the month.
The last one seen on the Refuge was a couple of
years ago. Black-crowned Night Herons were
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July
A total of 23 American Avocets were seen at
Raymond Pool on the 1st as well as a couple of
Willets at Bear Swamp. Raymond Pool hosted
many Short-billed Dowitchers. A Clapper Rail
was picked out on the bayside of Shearness and
two Prothonotary Warblers were at the traditional spot at the Finis Pool turnaround. Blue
Grosbeaks and Orchard Orioles were still observed on the 5th. The same day a Least Bittern was observed at Bear Swamp, a Caspian
Tern at Shearness, and at Finis there was a
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, two Barred Owls, and
two Prothonotary Warblers. The same birder
also saw a Yellow-breasted Chat along the entrance road and five Willow Flycatchers at Raymond Pool. The Yellow-crowned Night Heron
was still at Bear Swamp on the 6th. Two Wil-

son’s Phalaropes were in Raymond Pool on the
10th. A Bobwhite family was seen crossing the
Allee House road on the 13th. The long-staying
Little Egret was
seen on the 14th. A
Tri-colored Heron
was observed in
Raymond Pool on
the 15th. Two Ruffs
were seen in the
little seasonal pool
near the Parson
Point
Trail.
A
White-faced
Ibis
was seen in Raymond on the 26th
and Pectoral SandYellow-Breasted Chat
pipers were seen at
Bear Swamp on the
27th. Bear Swamp held some 17 Green-winged
Teal on the 28th and 70 Stilt Sandpipers were
counted at Raymond Pool. At the usual spot at
the north end of Bear Swamp there were four
Yellow-crowned Night Herons to finish out the
month.

August
August began with the sighting of a Cliff Swallow along Whitehall Neck Road and a Black
Tern at Shearness. A Belted Kingfisher was observed along the Boardwalk Trail. The first
Hudsonian Godwit sighting was made at Raymond Pool, and there was a Wilson’s Snipe at
Bear Swamp. A lone Cattle Egret was spotted
at Shearness on the 3rd. There were still some
40 Stilt Sandpipers at Raymond Pool on the 6th
and a Baird’s
Sandpiper
was identified
at
Bear
Swamp that
day. The entrance road is
always a good
spot to pick
up
Horned
Larks
and
such was the
Belted Kingfishers
case on the
8th when 6 or more were seen. The Stilt Sandpiper flocks increased to over 150 by the 9th

and on the next day three American Golden
Plovers were seen on the Shearness mudflats.
The Little Egret was still around also. A rare
sighting at the Refuge was that of a Pileated
Woodpecker on the 11th in the Finis Pool area.
By mid-month the Black Tern was still being
seen as were White-rumped Sandpipers, Pectoral Sandpipers and the Stilt Sandpipers. An
Upland Sandpiper was at the north end of Bear
Swamp on the 13th. A Red-necked Phalarope
was seen on the 13th and the 15th at Bear
Swamp. Three Long-billed Dowitchers were noticed on the 16th as well as two Hudsonian
Godwits. A nice find at mid-month was a Curlew Sandpiper on the bay side of Shearness.
The same day a juvenile White Ibis was seen at
Bear Swamp. The Black Tern was still around
on the 19th. On the 27th a juvenile Peregrine
Falcon was seen at Raymond Pool and the season finished with the sighting of a Buffbreasted Sandpiper at Raymond.
Cheers and Good Birding!!!
****

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WINTER PROGRAMS ON THE REFUGE

The Visitor Center is closed on weekends until
March 7, 2009.
Saturday, January 24, 2009 6:00 pm – 9:00pm
Owl Program Roger Masse will begin inside
with a short presentation about owls followed
by an owling trip around the refuge. There is a
sign up list for this program, with a limit of 30
people. Dress for the cold weather. Please call
the refuge to sign up for the Owl Program at
302-653-6872.
Additional programs may be offered throughout
the winter and spring that focus on sparrow
identification, waterfowl identification via
wings, migration, and birding by ear. Check
the
website
for
updates:
http://
bombayhook.fws.gov. Any questions regarding
programs can be directed to Tina Watson, 302653-6872.
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Bombay Hook’s Family Nature Scavenger
Photograph Challenge
The Lunz and Bantin families were winners in the photo challenge celebrating
National Wildlife Refuge Week. Each
family received an annual pass for
Bombay Hook. Congratulations!

Newsletter
is published quarterly by “Friends of Bombay Hook, Inc.
(FOBH)”, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization working in
conjunction with Bombay Hook NWR and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. FOBH provides financial and
developmental support for environmental education
programs at the refuge and in communities throughout
the region.
Our readers are encouraged to share comments, provide
articles for publication and/or suggestions regarding the
refuge as well as notifying us of address changes .
Please direct communications to:
Friends of Bombay Hook, Inc.
2591 Whitehall Neck Road
Smyrna, DE 19977
Phone: (302) 653-6872
Fax: (302) 653-0684
email: bombayhook@del.net

The Lunz family brought along their 4H Club

http://www.friendsofbombayhook.org

National Volunteer Day
November 22, 2008
Garden Keepers’ sponsored a garden workday for National Volunteer
Day. Volunteers edged the landscaping around the Visitor Center
and trimmed around the sidewalks. From left to right: Robert
McElwee, Quentin Schlieder, Julia
Lynch, and Pat McElwee. The
Garden Keepers meet on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 9:30
a.m. at the refuge Visitor Center.
If you are interested in joining
them, email Tina Watson at
tina_watson@fws.gov for more information.
4
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Wildlife Enthusiasts Contribute to National Economy
A report by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service shows that expenditures
nationwide for wildlife watching equal the revenues generated from all
spectator sports, amusement parks and arcades, non-hotel casinos, bowling
centers and skiing facilities combined. Using data from the 2006 National
Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation, the Service's
addendum report, Wildlife Watching in the United States: The Economic Impacts
on National and State Economies in 2006, shows wildlife watching not only
contributes significantly to people's enjoyment of the outdoors but is a major
factor in state and national economies.
In 2006, nearly 71 million Americans, 16 years and older, spent more than
$45 billion observing, feeding, and photographing wildlife.
In 2006, the direct expenditures of
wildlife watchers generated $122.6
billion in t ot al in du str ial
output. This resulted in 1,063,482
jobs, federal tax revenue of $9.3
billion, and state and local tax
revenues of $8.9 billion. The report
details the economic impacts of
wildlife watching expenditures by
state. The top five states ranked by
economic output are California,
Florida, Texas, Georgia and New
York.
Direct expenditures by
wildlife watchers were for items
such as cameras, binoculars and
bird food, as well as trip-related expenses such as lodging, transportation and
food.
Wildlife Watching in the United States: The Economic Impacts on National and
State Economies in 2006 is available at http://library.fws.gov/
nat_survey2006_economics.pdf
In addition to the 2006 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife
Associated Recreation and its addendum analytical report, individual state
reports have also been completed. For more information on fishing, hunting,
and wildlife watching in states, visit:
http://wsfrprograms.fws.gov/
Subpages/NationalSurvey/reports2006.html
****
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Family Explorer Kit

Connecting People With Nature

VISION: To provide people enjoyable and meaningful experiences in the out-of-doors so
they will develop strong life-long connections with the natural world.
The family explore kit is available at the Visitor Center when you are ready to spend several
hours of exploring. The kit has wildflower, tree, bird, amphibian and reptile, insect, and
mammal guides (26 different ones!) to help you identify what you see on the 12-mile wildlife
drive and 5 walking trails.

Binoculars will help you get a close-up view of birds and
magnification lenses will help to view the smaller specimens. A dip net is provided to explore the brackish pond
on Boardwalk Trail and the freshwater pond at Finis. Instructions are included on ethical exploration methods and
on where and how to use the equipment. A backpack is
provided if you want to walk the trails and take only a few
books. Remember – take only memories and photographs
and leave only footprints.
If you don’t have a long time to explore, you can check out a pair of binoculars and bird
identification guide from the Visitor Center.
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING FRIENDS???
FRIENDS OF BOMBAY HOOK is a cooperating association formed with the Bombay Hook National Wildlife
Refuge and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. It is a private, non-profit corporation which was founded to
promote conservation, environmental education, and better understanding of and appreciation for Bombay
Hook National Wildlife Refuge.
Each year more than 3,000 students visit Bombay Hook. They use equipment to study habitats, watch videos
about endangered species, and are taught from field guides - all provided by FRIENDS OF BOMBAY HOOK!
If you used an Auto Tour Brochure or the Bird or Mammal List, these too have been funded by FRIENDS
OF BOMBAY HOOK!
Your Membership Dues will make it possible for Friends of Bombay Hook to continue its support of
educational and recreational programs at Bombay Hook.
Proceeds from the Refuge Store in the Visitor Center at Bombay Hook also help support the Friends program
and activities. Make this your place to buy field guides, books, T-shirts, Posters, and Souvenirs!
OUR MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS INCLUDE:
10% Discount on all items sold in the Refuge Store
Subscription to the Friends Newsletter (published 4 times a year)
Participation in special wildlife education programs and field trips
Attendance at the Annual Meeting (held in June)
Eligibility in the Dover Federal Credit Union (DFCU)
Opportunity to meet others with similar interests in birds, other wildlife, wetlands, and the environment
And perhaps best of all, the chance to say, “Thank you Bombay Hook, for all the great times I’ve had
here !”
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Submit completed application at the Visitor Center
(payment by cash, check or credit card) or Mail (with check) to:

Friends of Bombay Hook
2591 Whitehall Neck Road
Smyrna, DE 19977
Date:__________________________________

Renewal

New Member

Membership Plan (Check One)

Name

Junior (under 18)*

Address
City, State, Zip

E-mail
Method of Payment

Annual
$5.00

Individual

$15.00

Family

$20.00

Sponsor***

$25.00

Sustaining

$50.00

Corporate**

$100.00

Life***

$200.00

*Junior membership: under age 18.

Cash (payment at Visitor Center only)

**Corporate sponsorship:includes link to FOBH

Check (payment by mail or at Visitor Center)

website; no voting privileges or store discount.

Visa (payment at Visitor Center only)

***Sponsor and Life memberships includes family.

MasterCard (payment at Visitor Center only)
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The Visitor Center is
closed on weekends
until March 7, 2009.
Check the website for
updates at http://
bombayhook.fws.gov.
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