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The President’s Corner
YOUR REFUGE NEEDS YOU
by Janet Manchester
Friends, Bombay Hook is in desperate need of more volunteers.
Two areas that are especially short-handed are the Visitor Center and the Environmental Education program.
Usually, the Visitor Center is staffed solely by volunteers on weekends during the
fall and spring. The volunteers performing this function welcome visitors to the
refuge, answer questions, show them the brochures and the auto-tour map, and
in general try to ensure that the visitors have an enjoyable experience on the
refuge. In addition, these volunteers mind the store, selling merchandise and
making sure the store is kept tidy.
Yes, there is a lot to learn if you staff the Visitor Center, but it really isn’t difficult. Training is provided, and a new volunteer is always paired with an experienced one, so you don’t have to fear that you will have to “go it alone.”
People also are needed to help out in the Visitor Center during the week. Refuge
staff are around during that time, but it is difficult for them to get their work
done if there are a lot of visitors having questions or wanting to buy merchandise. Having a volunteer on hand to help out enables them to focus on their job.
The Environmental Education program is perhaps in even greater need than the
Visitor Center. Volunteers in Environmental Education take groups (school
groups, scout troops, etc.) out onto the refuge to learn about the wildlife and
habitat. What better classroom could there be than a wildlife refuge?
If you enjoy helping kids experience the wonders of nature, this may be your
niche.
Please give serious consideration to becoming a volunteer.
****
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The Refuge Store
By Verna Price
Fall – A busy season is approaching and we look forward to seeing all of you at the refuge. We had a
rather quiet summer (except for the noise of the
flies!!), but sales were rather steady. Following are
the sales for the summer months:

June

$1,687.10

July

1,187.11

August

1,575.75

New items are here and more will be arriving shortly.
The following are new:
Peterson’s Field Guide to Birds of North America
Crossing Signs depicting dogs – labs, beagle,

etc.
New T-shirts and sweat shirts

Hats are on order and should be here soon.
Thanks to all of you for your support!!!
****
Bird Notes
By Frank Rawling
Spring Migration
Birding at Bombay Hook is always delightful during
spring migration. So what delights were about this
year? Let’s see!
March
The season began with the observation of some old
favorites, American Avocets, Horned Larks, and a
Meadowlark. These were followed by the sighting of
2 Bald Eagles and some 150 Tundra Swans. An
Eastern Phoebe was seen on the 2nd near Finis Pool
along Raymond Neck Road. Ducks were still in abundance with the sighting of Wood Ducks, Northern
Pintails and Northern Shovelers. On the 2nd a half
dozen Northern Harriers were seen as well as an
American Bittern that was seen at the south end of
Shearness. A Peregrine Falcon was also seen that
day. Tree Swallows were seen on the 3rd as well as
Dunlin and Common Mergansers. A Winter Wren
was spotted on the 3rd at Finis Pool and a Wilson’s
Snipe was seen at Shearness. A light morph Roughlegged Hawk was seen flying over the north end of

the Refuge. Snow Geese were still on the Refuge on
the 5th and on the same day 6 American Widgeon
were seen. On the 8th a Rusty Blackbird was seen
along Finis Pool Road. Shearness played host to Gadwalls and Pied-billed Grebes on the 9th. On the
13th at Shearness was a Horned Grebe and on the
bayside were 7 Canvasbacks. On the 15th an American Woodcock was seen on the exit road from Bear
Swamp near the corn crib and there were a couple of
pair of Ring-necked Ducks at Bear Swamp. A day
later a Brown Thrasher was seen on the Bear Swamp
Trail. Swamp Sparrows were seen in the same location. Ospreys had returned on the 15th and one was
seen at Shearness on the
16th.
Three
pairs of Buffleheads
were
seen at Shearness on the
17th. Meadowlarks had been
around
all
month and 8
were seen near
Canvasbacks
the
Allee
House on the 17th. Near Finis that day a Sharpshinned Hawk was observed. It always pays to look
over the gulls. Five Bonaparte’s Gulls were seen on
the 20th on the bayside of Shearness. Both Greater
and Lesser Yellowlegs were seen on the 21st. A real
nice find was a Lincoln’s Sparrow along the Shearness Dike on the 23rd. On the 28th there was a Wilson’s Snipe at Bear Swamp and 2 Merlins in the
same area. Nine Black-crowned Night Herons were
at the usual spot at Bear Swamp on the 29th. The
next day a red-phase Eastern Screech Owl was seen
in a wood duck box near the trail to the Shearness
observation tower. The month closed out with the
sighting of an American Golden Plover and 15
Black-bellied Plovers on the Shearness mud flats.
April
Four Wilson’s Snipes were observed on the 3rd and
these were followed by the sighting of an American
Bittern on the 5th at Finis Pool. On the 6th Common Terns, Pied-billed Grebes and Snowy Egrets
were sighted at Shearness. The Black-crowned
Night Herons were still at Bear Swamp on the 8th
and a male Blue-winged Teal was there also. A wild
Turkey was seen near Finis on the 8th and 12 Wilson’s Snipes were at Shearness. The first warblers of
2 the season were seen on the 10th with the sighting of

4 Palm Warblers at Bear Swamp. The mud flats at
Shearness held Western Sandpipers on the 11th and
some 16 Black Vultures were seen at Bear Swamp
that day. An Upland Sandpiper was seen along
Whitehall Neck Road on the 13th. The first Blacknecked Stilts to show up were seen at Bear Swamp
on the 15th along with 2 Glossy Ibis. A Yellowcrowned Night Heron was sighted at Raymond Pool
on the 17th and on the 18th a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher and a couple of Yellow-rumped Warblers
were seen in Finis Woods. By the 18th there were 6
Black-necked Stilts at Bear Swamp and 5 House
Wrens along the Boardwalk Trail. On the 20th there
were 8 Blue-winged Teal at Bear Swamp and a couple of Barn Swallows near the Visitor Center. An
American Golden Plover was found at Shearness on
the 23rd and a Virginia Rail was seen on the Boardwalk Trail on the 24th. Always nice to see was a
Black-billed Cuckoo on the Shearness observation
tower trail. The same day a Wilson’s Warbler was
seen in the same location. Still on the 25th a count of
13
American
Golden Plovers
were seen from
the
Shearness
observation
tower as well as
2 Red Knots
and a flock of
Short-billed
Dowitchers.
Barn Swallow
The next day at
Finis Pool there was a Prothonotary Warbler and a
Black-and-white Warbler. 6 Yellow Warblers were
seen between the Boardwalk Trail and Raymond
Pool. Finally, on the 28th two Blue-headed Vireos
were seen along the Boardwalk Trail.

same day 2 pairs of Blue Grosbeaks, Ruddy Ducks
and American Golden Plovers were seen. On the
4th a Yellow-throated Vireo was seen on the Boardwalk Trail and along the Shearness Tower trail were
seen Northern Parula, Great-crested Flycatcher,
several Black-throated Blue Warblers and a Redeyed Vireo. A White-eyed Vireo was seen along the
Boardwalk Trail. This spot was quite popular this
year for later on the 4th a birder spotted an Ovenbird and a couple of American Redstarts along the
trail. Near the Visitor
Center an Orchard
Oriole was seen. On
the 5th a Sedge Wren
was seen near Shearness Pool. Finis Pool
and Finis Woods are
also good places for
warblers. On the 5th
in this area observations were made of
Hooded,
Blackthroated
Green,
Black-throated Blue,
Ovenbird,
YellowCanada Warbler
rumped, Prothonotary, Redstarts, and Yellow Warblers as well as
Louisiana Waterthrush, and Indigo Bunting.
Among the warblers seen along the Boardwalk Trail
on the 7th were Blackburnian, Canada and Wilson’s. A Northern Waterthrush was seen at Bear
Swamp. Along the entrance road on the 11th there
were 3 American Golden Plovers. A Scarlet Tanager was seen along Finis Road on the 11th. Migrants
were still coming through on the 22nd with sightings
of a Magnolia Warbler at Shearness Tower, Chestnut-sided and Blackpoll Warblers at Raymond and
a Veery along the Boardwalk. Later that day a Least
Tern was seen on the bayside of Shearness and 4
Black Skimmers. Two Swainson’s Thrush were
seen along the Parson Point Trail on the 24th. On the
26th several Seaside Sparrows were seen or heard
along the Boardwalk Trail. An American Woodcock
was seen along Finis Road on the 26th. The season
closed out with some 30 Black-bellied Plovers seen
at Shearness on the 29th.

May
May is usually the big month for spring migration at
the Refuge and it began with the sighting of a Blue
Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting and an American
Golden Plover on the 1st. A Prothonotary Warbler
was seen near the native plant garden on the 2nd. A
Black-throated Green Warbler was seen near Raymond on the 2nd and a Blue Grosbeak at Bear
Swamp. On the Friends birdwalk on the 3rd approximately 20 Red Knots were seen near the north end
of Shearness. Warblers seen were Black-throated
Green and Black-throated Blue, Yellow Warbler,
Common Yellowthroat, Blackpoll and Black-andwhite Warbler all along the Boardwalk Trail. That

It was a great migration season!
See you next time.
Cheers and Good Birding!!!
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Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge

Connecting People With Nature
VISION: To provide people enjoyable and meaningful experiences in the out-of-doors so they
will develop strong life-long connections with the natural world.
1. Family Explorer Kit – AVAILABLE 10/11/08 Check out the kit and your family is ready for an
afternoon of exploring nature. There are wildflower, tree, bird, amphibian and reptile, insect,
and mammal guides (26 different ones!) to help you identify what you see on the 12-mile wildlife drive and 5 walking trails. Binoculars will help you get a close-up view of birds and magnification lenses will help to view the smaller specimens. A dip net is provided to explore the
brackish pond on Boardwalk Trail and the freshwater pond at Finis. Instructions are included
on ethical exploration methods and where and how to use the equipment. Call the refuge, (302)
653-6872 to reserve the kit or ask if it is available at the Visitor Center the next time you
visit.
2. Family Photography Scavenger Challenge – Bombay Hook NWR invites families to explore the
outdoors by participating in a nature scavenger photograph search from October 18 – November
5, 2008. Families will have 10 clues about wildlife and habitat designations located on the Refuge. When you find the designated area, take a photograph of family members at the area.
When you complete the scavenger photograph search, turn in your 10 photographs at Bombay
Hook’s Visitor Center or email digital photos (low resolution) to tina_watson@fws.gov on or before November 5, 2008. Include your name and address. Up to 50 families that hand in photographs will receive an entrance pass to Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge (valid for 1
year). The clues are on the back of this sheet or pick up a copy at the Visitor Center. Is
your family up to the challenge?
3. Exploring the Salt Marsh and Brackish Water – Bring your children to learn about the salt
marsh and to see what animals live in the brackish water. November 1, 2008 – Meet at Boardwalk Trail at 10:00 a.m. The program will be 1 hour long. The program will be repeated at
11:30 a.m. After the program your family can explore the rest of the refuge on your own.
4. Exploring the Fresh Water and Forest – Bring you children to learn about the fresh water to
see what animals live in the forest. November 2, 2008 – Meet at Finis Pond at 1:00 p.m. The
program will be 1 hour long. The program will be repeated at 2:30 p.m. After the program
your family can explore the rest of the refuge on your own.
5. Bird Identification Station – October 18 & 19, 2008 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Get a close
look at the waterfowl in the impoundments. An ID Station will be set up on the auto tour route
with scopes and binoculars to help you identify the different bird species. Check in at the
Visitor Center for the exact location.
Contact Tina Watson for information at (302) 653-6872
Sponsored by

5

Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge Celebrates

National Wildlife Refuge Week by offering a
Family Nature Scavenger Photograph Search Challenge
Bombay Hook NWR in Smyrna, Delaware invites your family to explore the outdoors by participating in a nature scavenger photograph search from October 18 – November 5, 2008. Below are 10 clues about wildlife and habitat designations located on the refuge. When you find the designated area, take a photograph of your family at the area. This
will be proof that your family has completed all 10 clues. When you complete the scavenger photograph search, turn in
your 10 photographs at Bombay Hook’s Visitor Center or email your digital photos (low resolution) to
tina_watson@fws.gov on or before November 5, 2008. Up to 50 families that hand in their search photographs will receive an entrance pass to Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge (valid for 1 year). Is your family up to the challenge? Borrow binoculars from the Visitor Center.
Remember – Take time to enjoy the sights!
Clue 1: As you enter the refuge, look for refuge name which also indicates federal organization responsibility for the
540 plus refuges in the United States. Take a family picture in front of the sign.
Clue 2: Walk a trail that has a boardwalk over the salt marsh. As you walk along Raymond Gut (a waterway along the
boardwalk) you will see a sign with crab that has one large claw and one small claw. Take a family picture next to the
sign. Smell the salt marsh!
Clue 3: At the end of a trail you will find steps to climb, and at the top you will find out how an impoundment is managed for the different seasons of the year. Take a family picture in front of the sign. Look at the different colored
leaves!
Clue 4: At the end of one trail you will find a floating dock and will be able to look through an eye piece that makes
the birds look larger. Take a family picture in front of the scope. Look for ducks!
Clue 5: As you drive through the refuge look for birds in their natural habitat. Take a family picture in front of a habitat with geese, ducks, egrets, herons, or any bird will do. Look for snow geese!
Clue 6: As you drive the auto-tour route look for a structure that used to hold corn. Now it provides safe nesting places
for owls. Take a family picture in front of the structure. Look for a fox!
Clue 7: The Finis fresh water area of the refuge provides a habitat for many animals. Look for a sign that explains the
importance of diverse wildlife and plant communities. Take a family picture in front of the sign. Look for the secretive wood ducks!
Clue 8: As you drive through the refuge you will see a brick house (behind a row of trees) built in 1753. The gate will
be locked near the house. Walk to the other side of the gate and in front of the house. Take a family picture with the
house in the background. Look for eagles soaring!
Clue 9: Stop at the building open to visitors and look for some mounted animals. Find an animal that lives in the fresh
water and likes to slide down mud banks, has fur on his tail, and is 33 inches tall. Take a family picture in front of the
animal. Look for birds at the feeders around the building!
Clue 10: As you exit the Refuge gate, look for a small white sign with a blue goose. Don’t go beyond the sign! Take a
family picture in front of the sign. Look for deer in the fields!
Sponsored by

For more information contact Tina Watson at (302) 653-6872
Bombay Hook NWR, 2591 Whitehall Neck Road, Smyrna, DE 19977
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Garden Keepers and Volunteers Visit Bartram’s Gardens and John Heinz NWR
On June 24, 2008, Bombay Hook’s
Garden Keepers and volunteers
visited Bartram’s Gardens and
John Heinz NWR, Philadelphia, to
view their native plant gardens and
to review native plant educational
programs provided at other establishments.
Volunteers are needed at Bombay
Hook to help with landscaping
around the building and educating
about the importance of native
plants.
The next program sponsored by
the Garden Keepers is September
27, 2008, from 10 am- 2 pm, entitled, “Asters and Their Relative for Delaware Gardens.”
See calendar of events for details.
Susan, Lou, Julia, Tina, Hanna, Frank, Quentin, and Phyllis

Newsletter
is published quarterly by “Friends of Bombay Hook, Inc.
(FOBH)”, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization working in
conjunction with Bombay Hook NWR and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. FOBH provides financial and
developmental support for environmental education
programs at the refuge and in communities throughout
the region.
Our readers are encouraged to share comments, provide
articles for publication and/or suggestions regarding the
refuge as well as notifying us of address changes .
Please direct communications to:
Friends of Bombay Hook, Inc.
2591 Whitehall Neck Road
Smyrna, DE 19977
Phone: (302) 653-6872
Fax: (302) 653-0684
email: bombayhook@del.net
http://www.friendsofbombayhook.org
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Bombay Hook NWR

different bird species in the impoundments. Randy Murphy
will set up the auto tour route with scopes and binoculars to
help you identify waterfowl, passing raptors, and whatever else
flies by. Check in at the Visitor Center for the exact location.

Calendar of Events - Check back for updates
www.fws.gov/northeast/bombayhook
Friday, October 10, 2008 8:00 am – 10:30 am Salt Marsh Boat
Ride Meet at the Visitor Center. The salt marsh grasses are
starting to turn golden and ducks and geese are arriving.
Dress for cold weather and possibly a wet spray from the water. Limit 8. Call to register.

Thursday, October 23, 2008 8:00 am – 10:30 am Salt Marsh
Boat Ride Meet at the Visitor Center. Limit 8. Call to register.
Tuesday, October 28, 2008 8:00 am – 11:30 am
Morning
Bird Walk with Ken Liehr and Frank Rawling. The group will
look for ducks, geese, raptors, and songbirds as they make
stops to investigate trails, survey impoundments, and examine
the salt marsh for wildlife. Meet at the Visitor Center.

Saturday, October 11, 2008
8:30 am – 4:00 pm Exploring the Refuge - Environmental
Education Workshop Bombay Hook NWR will provide a
workshop for volunteers, teachers, scout leaders, and interested visitors. The workshop will introduce educators to
the National Wildlife Refuge System and provide an understanding of how the refuge can be used as an outdoor
classroom for education programs. Participants will tour
the refuge; learn about bird migration and bird identification; explore the brackish water, fresh water, and forest
habitats; and develop an understanding of how the refuge
is managed for wildlife and habitat conservation. Lesson
plans and general information about the refuge is provided.
Call to register.

Saturday, November 1, 2008
10:00 am – 11:00 am Exploring the Salt Marsh and Brackish
Water – Bring your children to learn about the salt marsh
and to see what animals live in the brackish water. Meet at
Boardwalk Trail at 10:00 a.m. After the program your family can explore the refuge on your own.
11:30 am – 12:30 pm Exploring the Salt Marsh and Brackish Water – Bring your children to learn about the salt
marsh and to see what animals live in the brackish water.
Meet at Boardwalk Trail at 11:30 a.m. After the program
your family can explore the refuge on your own.

10:00 am - noon Backyard Bird Feeding and Project Feeder
Watch
Linda Osiecki will do a presentation on backyard
bird feeding and Project Feeder Watch, a citizen science
program of Cornell Lab of Ornithology with almost 16,000
participants in the United States and Canada from November through April. Included will be an introduction to feeding wild birds and resources, how to participate in Project
Feeder Watch, some highlights of what has been learned
during over 20 years of the project about wild bird populations and behavior, and the top 20 feeder birds of the midAtlantic region. Each person attending will get a free sample of bird seed, handouts on backyard bird feeding and
Project Feeder Watch, and information about bird feeders
that can be purchased or made. Program will be held in the
visitor center auditorium.

Sunday, November 2, 2008
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Exploring the Fresh Water at Finis Pool
– Bring your children to see what animals live in the Fresh
water. Meet at Finis Pool at 1:00 p.m. After the program
your family can explore the refuge on your own.
2:30 pm – 3:30 pm Exploring the Fresh Water at Finis Pool
– Bring your children to see what animals live in the Fresh
water. Meet at Finis Pool at 2:30 p.m. After the program
your family can explore the refuge on your own.
Tuesday, November 4 & Tuesday, November 18, 2008 8:00 am
– 11:30 am Morning Bird Walk with Ken Liehr and Frank Rawling. Meet at the Visitor Center.
Sunday, November 16, 2008 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Sunset Tour
of the Refuge The tour will start in the afternoon. We will walk
over the salt marsh and ride through the Refuge sighting birds,
exploring habitats and finding out how the area is managed for
wildlife. The tour will end shortly after sunset which brings
waterfowl into the impoundments looking for an evening resting place and also awaken the hungry deer.

Family Explorer Kit Available - Check out the kit at the
Visitor Center and explore the refuge. There are wildflower,
tree, bird, amphibian and reptile, insect, and mammal
guides to help you identify what you see on the 12-mile
wildlife drive and 5 walking trails. Binoculars will help you
get a close-up view of birds and magnification lenses will
help view the smaller specimens. A dip net is provided to
explore the brackish pond on Boardwalk Trail and the
freshwater pond at Finis. Instructions are included on ethical exploration methods and where and how to use the
equipment. The next time you visit the refuge ask if the kit
is available.

Saturday, November 22, 2008 10:00 am – 12:30 pm National
Family Volunteer Day Family work projects include trimming
plants, weeding the landscaping around the building, and
clearing trails. Meet at the Visitor Center. Refreshments will
be served after the work projects.

October 18 through November 5, 2008 Family Nature Scavenger Photograph Search Challenge. Bombay Hook NWR invites
families to explore the outdoors by participating in a nature
scavenger photograph search from October 18 – November 5,
2008. Families will have 10 clues about wildlife and habitat
designations located on the Refuge. When you find the designated area, take a photograph of family members at the area.
When you complete the scavenger photograph search, turn in
your 10 photographs at Bombay Hook’s Visitor Center or email
digital photos (low resolution) to tina_watson@fws.gov on or
before November 5, 2008. Include your name and address. Up
to 50 families that hand in their photographs will receive an
entrance pass to Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge (valid
for 1 year). Pick up the clues at the visitor center or print them
on the website: bombayhook.fws.gov. Is your family up to the
challenge?
Saturday, October 18 & Sunday, October 19, 2008 9:00 am 5:00 pm Bird Identification Station Get a close look at the

Sunday, November 23, 2008 11:00 am – 12:30 pm Bike Ride
on the Refuge
Join Tina Watson for an eight mile bike ride
on the Refuge. The group will make several stops for bird
identification and to discuss wildlife management techniques.
Bicycle should have hybrid tires. Don’t forget your helmet and
check the air in your tires! Meet at the Visitor Center.
Refuge Closed for 2008-2009 Deer Hunting Season
The front section (Raymond & Shearness) closed:
November 17 and 21, 2008 – all day
December 17, 2008 – all day
The back section (Bear Swamp and Finis) closed:
October 10, 13, 15, 2008 – all day
November 4, 15, 19, 2008 – all day
December 15 and 18, 2008
January 23, 2009
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING FRIENDS???
FRIENDS OF BOMBAY HOOK is a cooperating association formed with the Bombay Hook National Wildlife
Refuge and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. It is a private, non-profit corporation which was founded to
promote conservation, environmental education, and better understanding of and appreciation for Bombay
Hook National Wildlife Refuge.
Each year more than 3,000 students visit Bombay Hook. They use equipment to study habitats, watch videos
about endangered species, and are taught from field guides - all provided by FRIENDS OF BOMBAY HOOK!
If you used an Auto Tour Brochure or the Bird or Mammal List, these too have been funded by FRIENDS
OF BOMBAY HOOK!
Your Membership Dues will make it possible for Friends of Bombay Hook to continue its support of
educational and recreational programs at Bombay Hook.
Proceeds from the Refuge Store in the Visitor Center at Bombay Hook also help support the Friends program
and activities. Make this your place to buy field guides, books, T-shirts, Posters, and Souvenirs!
OUR MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS INCLUDE:
10% Discount on all items sold in the Refuge Store
Subscription to the Friends Newsletter (published 4 times a year)
Participation in special wildlife education programs and field trips
Attendance at the Annual Meeting (held in June)
Eligibility in the Dover Federal Credit Union (DFCU)
Opportunity to meet others with similar interests in birds, other wildlife, wetlands, and the environment
And perhaps best of all, the chance to say, “Thank you Bombay Hook, for all the great times I’ve had
here !”
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Submit completed application at the Visitor Center
(payment by cash, check or credit card) or Mail (with check) to:

Friends of Bombay Hook
2591 Whitehall Neck Road
Smyrna, DE 19977
Date:__________________________________

Renewal

New Member

Membership Plan (Check One)

Name

Junior (under 18)*

Address
City, State, Zip

E-mail
Method of Payment

Annual
$5.00

Individual

$15.00

Family

$20.00

Sponsor***

$25.00

Sustaining

$50.00

Corporate**

$100.00

Life***

$200.00

*Junior membership: under age 18.

Cash (payment at Visitor Center only)

**Corporate sponsorship:includes link to FOBH

Check (payment by mail or at Visitor Center)

website; no voting privileges or store discount.

Visa (payment at Visitor Center only)

***Sponsor and Life memberships includes family.

MasterCard (payment at Visitor Center only)
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