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Fall 1994

Annual Field Day
Saturday, November 5,1994

Update on Sales Outlet
by: Verna Price

8:00-10:00 Bird tour with Gene Hess of the DE
A. fi t i; Museum of Natural History.
. x.^ : Emphasis on waterfowl.

Come in and see our carved animal figurines. They
are hand-carved in Mexico fi-om ironwood, which is
not endangered there. We have owls, turtles, otters,
etc., in two price ranges, $9.95 and $4.95.
We
have Tate's
new books
children,
Suzanne
NatureforSeries
(12 including:
booklets)
Poke and Learn Books (Frog and
Owl)
Insects and Spiders
A Kettle of Hawks
Animals of the Night

9:30-11:00

Hook slide show; Flight of
10:00-11:00 Bombay
the Snows movie; kid's movies:
Animal Babies Grow Up & Animals
and their Food.
10:00-12:00 Refuge wildlife management tour &
nature walk.

As the holiday season approaches,
keep the sales outlet in mind as you do
your gift shopping.

Calendar of Evennts
by: Marian Pohlman # ;

am

10:00-12:00

i.v-j.tnt'

The Bombay Hook Environmental Education Workshop for teachers, volunteers, and scout leaders will be
held Saturday, Oaober 8 and 29, 1994 from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. both days. Will include a wildlife management
tour, trail interpretation walk, wetland & forest studies, etc. Call Marian Pohlman at (653-6872) to register
Friends highway clean-up is Sunday, October 30, 1994
from 9.00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Meet at the visitor
center at 9:00 when we will get organized and issue
gloves, vests and trash bags. Join us for work, fun and
light refreshments when finished. See you then!
The annual Bombay Hook Field Day will be held
Saturday, November 5, 1994 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Schedules follows:

Boardwalk Trail: Interpretation and
dipping in brackish pond and salt
marsh.
s. n

Boat trip to salt marsh "Open Marsh
Water Management" area, led by
Roger Wolfe of Mosquito Control
(DNREC). Please wear boots-prepare
to get wet and muddy. Pre-register.

10:30-12:30 Canoe Trip to
George's Island in salt marsh with
Jay Greenwood, DE
State University.
Prepare to get wet
and muddy. Preregister.
11:00-4:00 Bob
Mumford, Wildlife Photographerworks on display and for sale.
11:00-12:00

Pond study with Bill Reigle of Lums
Pond.

11:30-12:00 Waterfowl identification slide show and
movie.

1:00-2:30

Live amphibian & reptile program
with Jim White of the DE Nature

Society.
2:00-5:00
Tours of the
historic Allee House, an
18th century farm house restored with period furniture.
2:30-4:30

Refuge wildlife management tour &
nature walk.

2:30-4:30

Children's Nature Games.
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4:00-4:30
Slide show: Migration & Hibernation.
The annual Volunteer Awards Ceremony & Christmas
Party, will be held Saturday, December 17, 1994
from 2-4 p.m. in the auditorium. All volunteers
invited.

Bird Notes
by: Faith King
July

¥1 mtinnfi

Young Wood Ducks were very visible and groups of
6, 8, and 18 were seen at Bear Swamp early in the
month. A King Rail was also seen there and a
Common Gallinule was reported several times. Gullbilled Terns (as many as 6) were reported at Bear, and
the Least Bittern show there was incredible. These
usually elusive birds put on quite a show and on one
day 4 were observed flying back and forth across the
dike. A chestnut Ruff remained at Bear most of the
month and one adult yellow-crowned Night Heron
was seen along with several Black-crowneds. A
Gadwall and her 8 chicks were observed swimming
along Duck Creek. Stilt and Pectoral and Whiterumped Sandpipers were all listed as were numerous
Bank and a few Wimbrel put in a brief appearance. A
solitary Sandpiper and green-beaked and little blue
and tri-colored Herons were all observed during July
and Red-necked Phalarope joined as many as 13
Wilsons. Despite the horrendours heat and birders
were undaunted this month.

August
Our pride and joy, the single immature Bald Eagle
was highly visible and there were reports of sightings
throughout the summer. Congratulations to the
parents of another year's work well done.
Reports of the Black Tern started off August, and
sightings of Wild Turkeys increased. On August 2nd
a White-winged Tern was spotted causing yet another
eruption of birders. This rare Eurasian visitor continued at Bear Swamp for most of the month, and
observing its molting was extremely interesting.
There were varying reports of as many of 4
Hudsonian Godwits and a Sedge Wren was seen at
Bear Swamp. A lank Sparrow was found near the
Allee House and a Western King-bird was sighted as
well. A Caspian Tern was observed, and towards the
end of the month 2 Buff-breasted Sandpipers and a
few Golden Plovers were seen in the fields along
Route 9 near the entrance to the Hook. To the best of
my knowledge the Ruddy Shelduck - Fulvous AVhistling Duck controversy wa never resolved. Refuge
personnel say both species were present. Suffice to
say, both species were reported from Bear Swamp and
there was a lot of confusion as to identification. 1 can
only report that 1 personally observed 1 Ruddy Shelduck in eclipse plumage, but 1 have been known to
miss more than a few in my lifetime. Searching is
half of the fun anyway, and, sad to say, 1 could not
"count" the Shelduck as a Life Bird as they are
considered "escapees". At any rate, the bird seemed
content with all the "wild ones" and good luck to it!
September
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As we go to press only half the month has passed but
birders have been out in good numbers. The Whitewinged Tern continues to be seen at Bear Swamp.
132 Avocets were seen at Raymond one morning and
300 Bobolinks were reported. A flock of 18 Golden
Plovers was listed and 2 Buff-breasted Sandpipers
were still in the field at the entrance. Some early
birds were 12 Waterpipits and an orange-crowned
warbler. The Snow Geese began their annual visit and
by mid month more than 100 were seen at Sheamess.
A Mute Swan put in a brief appearance at Bear,
Peregrine Falcons and Merlins were reported and a
Sora Rail was observed at Bear. A Lesser Black-

backed Gull was observed at Sheamess, 1 Marbled
Goc^wit was seen at Raymond, and mid-month this
birder has a nice visit with a Black-billed Cuckoo,
Veery and Swainson's (early) Thrushes and 10 species
of warblers, including Canada, Magnolia, and the
afore mentioned orange-crowned at Finis. So its safe
to say Fall is here and we look forward to letting you
know in January what it brings to Bombay Hook.
Refuge Manager's Comer
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is embarking on
what is to be known as the "Ecoystem Approach to
Management". In this month's column 1 would like to
inform our readers on what this new approach is all
about (at least as much as we know about it ourselves!).

and non-government interests will also be represented
on the team. Some of the wildlife resource priorities
are as follows:
1. Protect, restore and ehance migratory birds in the
Delaware River/Delmarva Coastal ecosystem.
2. Protect, restore and enhance wetland habitats
within the ecosystem.
A 3. Preserve, manage and prevent further fragmentation of forest habitats for migratory birds, threatened and endangered species and other forest
interior wildlife.
4. Protect and enhance threatened and endangered
species of the watershed, particularly those that
are unique to this one (example: Delmarva fox
squirrel).

For some time the Service has wrestled with the
problem of how to fulfill its responsibilities to the
wildlife resources for which it holds "trust" status
(endangered species, migratory birds, marine mammals etc.) in the most efficient and effective manner.
The Director of the Service concluded early this year
that the ecosystem approach to management would be
the best way to proceed in order to reach that goal.
Essentially this approach is an attitude and philosophy
that considers the whole environment, together with
its living organisms within a given geographic area,
the concept was originally called "ecosytem management", but we have correctly concluded that it is not
possible to "manage" all resources within an ecosystem; therefore the change to an ecosystem
mangement "approach".

Now, what does all this mean for Bombay Hook
Refuge? The basic management of our area will not
change, since we are currently managing (to the
extent our limited budget will allow) for the wildlife
priorities mentioned above. However, there will be
instances where refuge staff and equipment may be
used on projects in other areas of the watershed to
provide either expertise or actual wildlife management work on high priority tasks. In such instances it
will be critical that funds and/or personnel are provided us, so that management on the refuge is not
adversely affected. In future columns I will try to
keep you informed on the progress of this new management approach.

The U.S. has been divided into ecosystem units, based
primarily on watersheds. In the northeast region there
are ten of these units. Bombay Hook Refuge is
located within the Delaware River/Delmarva Coastal
Ecosystem which extends form New York State at the
headwaters of the Delaware River south through
eastern Pennsylvania and western New Jersey to the
eastern portion of the Delmarva Pennisula all the way
down to Cape Charles, Virginia. A team has been
formed, consisting of refuge managers, biologists,
hatchery managers and heads of other Service officers within the area to meet periodically and implements plans to work on the most important wildlife
resource priorities in the ecosystem. State agencies

To conclude this issue's comments on a different
subject, the outlook for the fall migration of migratory waterfowl is generally very good. The best news
concerns most duck species, which have experienced
the best nesting conditions and success in many years.
Since population of ducks have been increasingg in
Delaware for several winters now due to active
managment of Bombay Hook and Prime Hook Refuge impoundments, we are hopefull of attracting
large numbers this year as well. The growth of native
food available to the birds, visitors will be afforded
some spectacular viewing opportunities. The outlook
for snow geese is also good this fall, and there should
be no lack of white geese, which are at record high

levels. The disiqjpointment during the 1994 nesting
season was similar to 1993, but where the number of
nesting pairs was down by half. This indicates that there
are now a considerable number of sub-adults in the
population, which are not yet at breeding age. In any
case, the fallflightof Atlantic Flyway Canada geese
should be lower than in 1993.

married a native Delawarean and lived in north
Wilmington for about five years before moving to^O'Jr current home near Smyrna, in 1985. While in
Wilmington, I was a volunteer nature guide at the Ashland
Nature Center until I took a job at the DuPont Experimental Station. It was during my time at Ashland that I
caught the "birdwatching bug".

Best wishes for an enjoyable autumn at Bombay Hook!
The newly elected president ofFriends ofBombay Hook
is Ann Morgan and the vice president is Janet Manchester. Their terms ofofiBce are two years.

Since 1987,1 have been employed as an Environmental
Scientist for the Department ofNatural Resources and
Enviommental Control.
I became a volunteer for Bombay Hook in the fail of
1992. The following spring Ijoined the Friends of Bombay Hook, and soon after that I became a member
ofthe Board ofDirectors.
v,

The following is information they wrote about themselvees
in order for you to know them better:
. ,^,

My husband and I live about three miles south of Smyrna,
where we share our small parcel of land with the snakes,
owls, rabbits, and other wildlife ofthe area.

AnnMorgan
About two and a halfyears ago, Larry and I moved here
fi-om Chattanooga, TN. My past work experience
included working as Production Manager for a women's
apparel mail order catalog, and more recently as a
printing sales representative. i tt i; n;
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In DE, I have volunteered at Ashland and Abbott's Mill
Nature Centers and have led a few children's groups
through Bombay Hook. Our 10 nKsnth old Sarah Jess
now takes up most of my time. I am an avid reader and
gendo^..
:s mmn 'vnt I - ' A C - - - ? m Urv
•V; it,r GK ,.vci,srii,.Janet Manchester
After growing up in an Air Forcefemilywhich never
stayed in one place for more than two or three years, I
NON PROFIT ORG.
US Postage
PAID
Permit #159
Dover, DE

FRIENDS OF BOMBAY HOOK
R D. 1, Box 147
Smyrna, Delaware 19977 V - '

if

yrv
rsC^iEVSfrt S g E E v - : l a E v A ^ f ^ f ^ j - j

iVv|;:;C

,•a^

vc

.r,-r*''-

/ 'V^A.^ A - ;

-•SEjCiS l>R«

"

i|j?«£; :>";
•

-

a A i C V - ^ VV."
ESi-'iiCk ; *';£:rt

.IT??5;<;V£;.CC I f f t

" -cA
•)••

ni ;ov.?oh.S

,;vcv'
cuiC'-.>:Ci

