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Find us on Facebook!!  

Childrenôs Adventure Day will 
be held on May 3, 2014 ---- see 
page 6 for Schedule of Events.  

****  

The Visitor Center will be 
closed on the weekends in 

July and August.  
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Our Mission Statement:   
The Friends of Bombay Hook is a 

not - for -profit corporation working 
in conjunction with Bombay Hook 
NWR and the U. S. Fish and Wild-
life Service. It supports and en-
hances educational and recrea-

tional programs at Bombay Hook, 
provides volunteer services and 

financial assistance and serves as 
a link between the refuge and the 

public.  

The Presidentôs Corner 

By Linda Osiecki 

 

Despite doubts during what seemed to be an endless 

winter, spring has come once again. 

 

As nature renews itself with emerging plants and re-

turning wildlife, this is a good time to make plans. Here 

are some ideas: 

 

 For those of you with children, grandchildren, nieces 

or nephews who are toddlers to age 11, the Refuge 

will have a Children's Adventure Day on May 3rd. 

The day will be packed with activities. 

 

 March was the 80th anniversary of the signing of 

the bill authorizing the Federal Duck Stamp (see the 

article on page 5). Many of us buy this stamp each 

year for our entrance fee for Bombay Hook and oth-

er national wildlife refuges. When the new stamp is 

released for July, consider getting one for yourself 

plus another as a gift for a friend. See the web site 

www.friendsofthestamp.org for additional infor-

mation about the stamp and how the money is used 

for habitat. 

 

 Each time you go to the Refuge, make sure you 

bring something to record what you observe - a 

camera, journal or sketchbook. Look with fresh eyes 

at the birds you see, even if it's a common Robin or 

Cardinal. Listen to the sound of birds flying over-

head or the moving water. 

 

**** 
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Winter Period December 2013 through February 2014 
 
Weather during the report period was characterized by 
frequent, significant snow storms which resulted in near 
record snow fall totals for the year and extremely cold 
weather for extended periods.  Temperatures dropped 
close to zero degrees Fahrenheit on a few nights.  Im-

poundments remained frozen for long periods during the reporting period and even the salt 
marsh experienced heavy icing during the winter. 
 
Virtually the entire state experienced a major influx of Snowy Owls for virtually the entire 
winter although most sightings on the Refuge occurred during December.  The nearby Do-
ver AFB attracted birds for most of the report period and were easily viewed by visitors 
near the Air Base Museum. 
 
Peaks of Snow Goose populations at Bombay Hook NWR seem to have occurred later in the 
season the past several years.  As recently as 10-15 years ago, large number of the birds 
would arrive by late October.  Recently, however, population spikes seem to be occurring 
later.  Populations increased significantly this year during late November and climbed to 
100,000 by December 2nd. 
 
Tundra Swan activity on and near the Refuge seemed greater this year as large flocks were 
seen feeding in Kent County farms and frequently roosting on the Refuge. 
 
A pair of Bald Eagles nested on the Refuge and at least one hatchling is in the nest accord-
ing to information provided by the Refuge staff.  The final outcome of this year's Eagle 
nesting activities will be included in the next newsletter following the state Fish and Wild-
life's final aerial nesting surveys of the nests in Delaware. 
 

Reported Sightings 
 
Following are a collection of selected bird observations reported from Bombay Hook NWR 
during the report period.  Sources of infor-
mation include bird observation sheets by Ref-
uge visitors, internet postings of Refuge sight-
ings such as Birdline Delaware, data collected 
by State and Federal biologists, as well as per-
sonal observations and communications. I 
urge Refuge visitors to post their observations 
on either the sheets or on the E-Bird Tracker 
in the Visitor Center.  I have grouped the re-
ported observations by week throughout the 
winter period.  I have grouped the observa-
tions by land features (in bold type) when 
specific locations are included with the re-
ports, such as pool name or field location. 
 
12/01-12/06 - Raymond Pool:  White-fronted 
Goose;  Shearness Pool:  Marbled Godwits (2), 
Black-necked Stilt, Avocets (48), Western 
Sandpipers (5), Semi-palmated Plover; Bear 
Swamp:  Wilson's Snipe, Western Palm War-
bler, White-breasted Nuthatch; Salt Marsh Op-
posite Shearness Pool: Snow Geese 
(100,000+), Snowy Owl; Other Unidentified 
Refuge Areas:  Eastern Phoebe, American Pipits 
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(100+), Lapland Longspurs (1-3), Eastern Meadowlarks (15). 
 
12/07-12/13 - Raymond Pool:  Avocets (25); Shearness Pool:  Snowy Owl, Marbled Godwit, 
Black-necked Stilt, Peregrine Falcon, Wilson's Phalarope, Snow Buntings, Cackling Goose; 
Bear Swamp:  Bobwhite (adjacent uplands); Entrance Road:  Lapland Longspur, Horned 
Larks, American Pipits (100); Salt Marsh Opposite Shearness Pool:  Avocets (75), Black-
necked Stilts, Black-bellied Plovers; Visitor Center:  White-
crowned Sparrows. 
 
12/14-12/20 - Raymond Pool:  Black-necked Stilts, Cack-
ling Goose; Shearness Pool:  Common and Hooded Mer-
gansers, American Pipit, Clapper Rail, American Bittern, 
Snow Buntings; Bear Swamp:  Woodcock, Great Egret, 
Wilson's Snipe, Long-billed Dowitcher; Finis Pool:  Rusty 
Blackbirds (125+); Boardwalk Trail: Virginia Rail, Common 
Yellowthroat, Marsh Wren; Salt Marsh Opposite Shearness 
Pool:  Snowy Owl; Visitor Center:  White-crowned Spar-
rows; Other Unidentified Refuge Areas:  Red-breasted 
Merganser, Black-bellied Plover, Avocets, Tree Sparrows. 
 
12/21-12/27 - Dutch Neck Area:  Bobwhite Quails (16); Visitor Center:  Barred Owl, Tree 
Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow; Other Unidentified Refuge Areas:  Tundra Swan, Ameri-
can Wigeon, Lesser Scaup, Ruddy Duck, Common, Red-breasted, and Hooded Mergansers, 
Eastern Screech Owl, Great Horned Owls, Short-eared Owl, Barn Owls, Dunlin, Woodcock, 
Yellowlegs, Peregrine Falcon, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Virginia Rail. 
 
12/28-01/03 - Shearness Pool:  Common Mergansers (15), Bald Eagles (10), Black-necked 
Stilt, Great Egret; Bear Swamp:  Dunlins (16), Common Mergansers (20); Visitor Center:  
White-crowned Sparrows, Fox Sparrows; Other Unidentified Refuge Areas:  Pied-billed 
Grebe, Coot, Clapper Rail, Osprey. 
 
01/04-01/11 - Entrance Road:  American Kestrel, Horned Lark, American Pipit, Eastern 
Meadowlark, Wilson's Snipe; Visitor Center:  Fox and White-crowned Sparrows; Other Uni-

dentified Refuge Areas:  Common Goldeneye, Bald Eagles 
(courtship), Peregrine Falcon. 
 
01/12-01/18 - Shearness Pool:  Eurasian Wigeon, Ring-
neck Ducks; Finis Pool:  Turkey; Visitor Center:  Common 
Yellowthroat, Tree Sparrow, Eastern Meadowlark, Fox and 
White-crowned Sparrows; Other Unidentified Refuge Are-
as:  Rough-legged Hawk, Common Mergansers (70), Red-
breasted Mergansers (15), Hooded Mergansers (40), Tun-
dra Swan, Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, Pied-billed 
Grebe, American Coot, Virginia and King Rails, Marsh and 
Winter Wrens. 
 

01/19-01/24 - Entrance Road:  Lapland Longspurs; Visitor Center: Tree Sparrow, Fox and 
White-crowned Sparrows; Boardwalk Trail:  Marsh Wren; Other Unidentified Refuge Areas:  
Common Goldeneyes (14), Bufflehead, Ring-neck Duck, Ruddy Duck, Common, Red-
breasted, and Hooded Mergansers. 
 
01/25-01/31 - Raymond Pool:  Short-eared Owls (8), Barn Owl; Bear Swamp:  Pileated 
Woodpecker; Allee House:  Bobwhites (8), Eastern Phoebe, Yellow-rumped Warbler; Ray-
mond Neck Road:  Lapland Longspur; Visitor Center:  American Tree and Fox Sparrows. 
 

(Continued on next page) 

Rusty Blackbird 

American Tree Sparrow 
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Attention All Coffee -Loving Birderséé 
 
Shade grown coffee benefits those migratory birds you love to see moving through Bombay Hook.   It provides wintering 
habitats; helps maintain the threatened forest canopy in South America; promotes organic farming methods; provides 
healthier farms for growers and their families; and supports over 150 species of birds, most of them those you like to see 
in the spring.   Most coffee today is grown in full sun which has had a terrible impact on the migratory birds and the envi-
ronment, one study found that coffee grown in the sun supported 97% fewer bird spe-
cies.  Like native plants, shade grown coffee is significantly healthier for the environment 
and for the birds.   The coffee we carry at The Refuge Store, operated by the Friends of Bom-
bay Hook, is all shade grown.  
 
Thanksgiving Coffee Company partnered with the American Birding Association to create 
Song Bird CoffeeÊ.  Thanksgiving Coffees were developed in consultation with American 
Birding Association and the Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center.   Thanksgiving Coffee Com-
pany also contributes to the American Birding Association ' s Birder Exchange.   In doing so, 
they have supplied binoculars, field guides and other birding tools to more than 350 pro-
grams in 30 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean.   These programs have increased 
awareness of the importance of their habitat to the success of migratory birds.    
 
Your purchase of Song Bird CoffeesÊ makes a huge difference to song birds and to small farm cooperatives.   Your will 
enjoy the flavors and selections:   Hazelnut, Costa Rican, Guatemalan, Panama, Decaffeinated, French Roast, Nicaraguan, 
and Wild Birds Unlimited.   When coffee is grown in dense shade, it allows the flavor of the coffee beans to develop slow-
ly creating better flavor.   This is one of those ethical choices we can make which have an impact on the world around 
us.  Please make this your coffee of choice for your sake and for the sake of the birds you love.  
 
The Spring Sale will start May first and last throughout May.  
20% off of nearly everything in the store.  
25% off of the long sleeve fall items: sweat shirts and long sleeve T -shirts  
The only items excluded from the sale will be the short sleeve T -shirts.  

02/01-02/07 - Finis Pool:  Yellow-bellied Sapsucker; Visitor Center:  White-crowned, Fox, 
and American Tree Sparrows; Whitehall Neck Road:  Cackling Goose; Boardwalk Trail:  
Greater Yellowlegs; Other Unidentified Refuge Areas:  Snow Geese (2,000), Hooded Mer-
gansers. 
 
02/08-02/14 - Boardwalk Trail:  Short-eared Owl; Other Unidentified Refuge Areas:   Pin-
tail, Black Duck, Mallards, Bufflehead, Belted Kingfisher, Great Blue Heron, White-throated 
Sparrows, Junco, and Harrier. 
 
02/15-02/21 - Upland Fields Adjacent to Refuge:  Snow Geese (20,000), Tundra Swans 
(250); Refuge Entrance Road:  Horned Lark. 
 
02/22-02/28 - Raymond Pool:  Short-eared Owls; Shearness Pool:  Pied-billed Grebe, 
American Coot, and American Bittern; Maintenance Buildings:  Barn Owl; Bear Swamp:  
Woodcock (courting), Bobwhite Quail; Other Unidentified Refuge Areas:  Wood Ducks, Pin-
tails (thousands), Gadwall, Tundra Swan, Ring-necked Duck, Bufflehead, Hooded and Com-
mon Mergansers, Fox, White-crowned, Field, and Tree Sparrows. 
 

**** 

Bird Notes (Continued from previous page) 
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