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President's Corner 
by: Frank Rawling 

A Few Good Folks 

There are now 538 units in the National Wildlife Ref
uge System. Even though the system is much larger 
than the National Park System it is not nearly as well 
known by the general public or the Congress. The Ref
uge System, as well as the National Park System, is 
chronically underfunded by our representatives in Wash
ington. How unfortunate. The Refuge System contains 
over 93 million acres "dedicated to the unique ideal 
that the wild creatures of this land deserve their own 
special places". The concept of our refuge System is 
admired and imitated around the world. Maintaining 
and supporting this huge complex is a herculean task. 
That is where we, as an organization, can help out. 

Bombay Hook comprises close to 16,000 acres of 
mixed habitat. The Refuge Staff has one person to 
handle the maintenance! Recently Interior Secretary 
Gale Norton said that the DOl could not possibly do 
what it does without volunteers. At Bombay Hook we 
do have an enthusiastic group of volunteers. What we 
need are more. To paraphrase that US Marine Corps 
advertisement, we need "A Few Good Folks". One of 
the first things 1 did when 1 retired was become a vol
unteer at Bombay Hook. What did 1 know about natu
ral history? Not much, although 1 was a bird watcher. 
But 1 have learned. And 1 am still learning. Not only 
that, 1 have met a simply wonderful group of people, 
not just the dedicated staff on the Refuge, but also the 
other volunteers. You don"t have to be retired to vol
unteer. We have many in the group who are not retired 
but are willing to put in a couple of hours on the week
end to help make the Hook a better place. Indeed we 
have "on the job training". 

One place to begin is helping to staff the Visitor's Cen
ter. Here you get the chance to interact with the public 
and that is a lot of fun. 1 have met visitors from South 
Africa, Europe, India, and many states of this country. 
It is always informative to talk with these folk and im
mensely interesting. We need folks to help out with grass 
cutting, painting, bird surveys, bird box censusing, the 
native plant garden, guides for the AUee House, and 
helping out with school and other groups. We can use 
help for any number of things. For example, right now 
we need an editor for the Friends Newsletter. For sev
eral years now Tina Watson of the Staff has been edit
ing the Newsletter. 1 think that it is long past the time 
for the Friends to take over this task. After all, it is our 
newsletter. So i f you have a secret desire to be a news
paper editor here is your chance. A l l you have to do is 
get in touch with me or Tina and we can f i l l you in on 
what has to be done. Another area that we need people 
to help with is the upcoming Snow Goose Festival on 
October 27. 

^ ^ *!• ^ 



The Refuge Store 
by: Verna Price 

Believe it or not, fall is here!! At the last meeting of the 
Friends Board of Directors, it was agreed that we would 
expand the sales area of the store. This wil l be done by 
utilizing the area of the lobby where the "touch" table 
is now located. This table wil l be moved to a different 
location. We believe these changes wil l enable us to 
increase the variety of items available for sale and al
low us to display items in a more pleasing, easier to see 
manner. 

J u l y 

Wilson's phalaropes were present in Raymond in 
early July and remained for the rest of the month. Two 
Black skimmers and two Ruffs in breeding plumage 

We have new T-shirts for fall, new hats, hat pins, and a 
variety of items. Also ordered are sandstone coasters 
with wildlife motifs, and we hope to have some new 
posters soon for sale. 

Come Visit Us!!! 

Check out the Blue 
Goose items in the 

Refuge store! 

**** 

Bird Notes 
by: Frank Rawling 

Hello once again. Here are the bird sightings for the 
summer months. July began very wet but by mid-
month the wet weather disappeared and warm, dry 
summer weather took over for the rest of the month 
and the first week of August. After a wet 2-3 days in 
mid-August dry weather took hold once again during 
the middle of the month and continued until the rains 
returned in the last week of August. The result of all 
the dry weather was the drying up of Raymond and 
Sheamess Pools although a little water remained in 
both and a fair amount in Bear Swamp and Finis. 

were also seen in Raymond. Also present in Raymond 
were Western, White-rumped and Stilt sandpip
ers as well as a Long-billed dowitcher and a Least 
tern. Bear Swamp was home to a Least bittern that 
was seen off and on through the month and a Yellow 
-crowned night heron. Two Blue grosbeaks were 
seen at the north comer of Bear Swamp and a third 
was seen at the north end of Sheamess along the dike. 
On Independence Day a Great-crested flycatcher 
and an Orchard oriole were observed in the vicinity 
of Cottman's Pool (this is the pool with all the cattails 
along the south side of the road just before the 
Raymond parking lot). The first Hudsonian godwit 
of the season showed up on the 8* in Raymond Pool. 
Also on the 8* two Mute swans were seen in Bear 
Swamp. A nice sighting on the 10* was a Black-billed 
cuckoo at Finis. On the 14* members of a visiting 
bird club saw a Willet in Sheamess and a Semi-
palmated plover in Bear swamp. A Little blue heron 
was in residence at Sheamess on the 20*. On the 2U' 
a Gull-billed 
tern was ob
served in 
Sheamess and 
a Common 
moorhen spot
ted at the north 
end of Bear 
Swamp. By the 

27* there were 7 Little blue herons in Sheamess. 
Also at home in Sheamess on the 27* were Forster's 
terns, Avocets and a Pectoral sandpiper. In the fi
nal week of July the Least bittern was still showing 
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J It... 

at Bear Swamp and the Stilt sandpiper at Raymond. 
Sheamess hosted Skimmers, a tri-colored heron and 
a Cattle egret. Also ohserved this final week of his
torically the warmest month of the year were Black-
necked stilts, Avocets and Western sandpipers in 
Raymond, two Clapper rails in Sheamess, a Black-
crowned night heron at the usual location at the north 
end of Bear Swamp and Bobolinks in the field just 
east of the Visitor's Center. 

August 

August began with some Horned larks along the 
south side of the entrance road. The two Stilt sand
pipers in Raymond 
were joined by 75+ 
Western sandpip
ers, 50+ Semi-
palmated sand
pipers, and ap
proximately 150 
Short-billed dow-
itchers. The Least 
bittern was still in 
Bear Swamp and was joined there by a male Ameri
can wigeon. Fall migration was now in full swing. 
During the first week of August a Yellow-crowned 
night heron was at Bear Swamp, two Tri-colored 
herons and some 200+ Snowy egrets in Raymond, 
and about 70 Glossy 
ibis in Bear 
Swamp.Onthe 11* a 
W h i t e - r u m p e d 
sandpiper was seen 
in Bear swamp. On 
the 12* there was a 
Hudsonian godwit 
and 10 calling Long-
billed dowitchers in 
Raymond Pool. Also 
on the 12* folks from 
the NJ Audubon 
heard a Sedge wren 
singing along the 
Sheamess dike. In addition two Yellow-crowned 
night herons were seen by two other birders at Bear 
Swamp. On the 16* an Osprey was seen at Bear 

Swamp. The Common moorhen was seen again in 
Bear Swamp on the 17*. On the 18* two Least bit
terns and an American bittern were seen at Bear 

Swamp. A Dickcissel was seen at the Visitor's cen
ter on the 19* and on the same day a Sedge wren 
was seen at Sheamess Pool. By the 20* some 250+ 
American avocets were in residence at Raymond 
Pool. Some 50+ Black-bellied plovers were seen in 
Raymond on the 21" . A Marbled godwit was ob
served along with a White-rumped sandpiper at 
the north end of Bear Swamp on the 25*. On the 26* 
an American golden plover was seen flying and call
ing at Sheamess and spotted again on the 29* in 
Raymond. Also on the 29* a Yellow-bellied fly
catcher and a Least flycatcher were found along 
the Finis Pool road. Finally, on the 29* a Northern 
harrier was seen hunting at Sheamess, 

Other interesting birds seen near the refuge during 
the summer were Upland sandpipers along Rt. 9 at 
the Dover Air Force Base, a Baird's sandpiper at 
the Logan Tract, and 2 BufT-breasted sandpipers 
at Wick's potato Farm. 

The summer months at Bombay Hook really bring a 
diverse group of birds. Next up is the fall with the 
arrival of the ducks, geese, and more shorebirds. Hope 
to see you at "the Hook". 

Cheers and GOOD BIRDING 

Please remember to post your bird 
sightings on the Observation Clip 
Board in the Information area. 

3 



^ Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge ^ 
Schedule of Events 

October 6, 2001 
9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Environmental Education Workshop for teachers, volunteers and scout 

leaders. Part I I wi l l be attending the Snow Goose Festival on 
October 27,2001. 

October 20, 2001 
9 a.m. - 12 noon Highway Clean up. Meet at Visitor Center. 

October 27, 2001 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Snow Goose Festival at Bombay Hook NWR. See schedule below. 

October 28, 2001 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Snow Goose Festival at Prime Hook NWR - Call for info - 302-684-8419 

December 15, 2001 
Volunteer Awards and Holiday Celebration 

December 23,2001 
7 a.m. -1 p.m. Christmas Bird Count at Bombay Hook NWR. Meet at the Visitor Center 

^ Call the Refuge for details - 302-653-6872 y 

Snow Goose Festival 
October 27, 2001 

Schedule of Events ^ | 4 . ̂  * 

Welcome and Centennial Presentation ' 
Bird Walk - Ken Liehr and Frank Rawling 
Saltmarsh Boat Ride - Frank Smith and Arthur Straughn 
Status of Waterfowl Video 
Retriever Demonstration - Delaware Bay Retriever Club 
Amphibians & Reptiles 
Saltmarsh Boat Ride - Frank Smith and Arthur Straughn 
Music Group "Over the Waterfall" With Bi l l McAvoy and Mike Wilson 
Waterfowl Cooking Demonstration - Dawn Failing 
Snow Geese Presentation - Frank Smith 
Wildlife Management Tour 
Games and Crafts 
Habitat Studies 
TR Bear & Blue Goose 
Allee House Events - Tours, Candle Making, and a Play on Slavery 
Earl West - Photography Exhibit 
Historic Antique Guns 
Wally's Bar-B-Cue from 11:00 am to 2:30 pm 

Call the Refuge for details - 302-653-6872 j 
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Wings Over Water Festival 
on Outer Banks 

Manteo, NC 

A three-day eco-festival featuring events rang
ing from owl prowls, wolf howls, and raptors 
to canoe and kayak trips and pelagic bird tours 
will be featured on the Outer Banks of North 
Carolina on Nov. 2, 3, and 4. 

The fifth annual three-day festival requires reg
istration in advance and includes a book of 
options from which festival goers can make 
selections of specific programs. Registration 
is $25 per person. 

Keynote speakers for the opening dinner on 
Nov. 2 will be Donald and Lillian Stokes, noted 
authos of several bird guides. The Carolina 
Raptor Society will also present four programs 
on birds of prey. 

The program is sponsored jointly by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, the National Park 
Service, the Outer Banks Chamber of Com
merce, and the Coastal Wildlife Refuge Soci
ety. Registration books outlining all of the 
programs being offered are available by call
ing (252) 441-8144. Further information on 
the event is available on the Wings over Water 
website at www.northeast-nc/wings. 

14th Annua 

estiva] of the Cranes 
Bosque dc! Apache 

National Wildlife Refuge 

I,' 

November 15 -18, 2001 
Socorro, 

WHAT: Delaware Native Plant Society 
Annual Native Plant Sale 

WHERE: St. Jone National Estuarine 
Research Reserve 

Kitts Hummock Road 
Dover, Delaware 

WHEN: November 3, 2001 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

A^ .Â  .Â  





Refuge Manager's Corner 
by: Terry Villanueva 

Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge wil l be open
ing the West Waterfowl Area (Fischer Tract and Dutch 
Neck Road area) for the hunting of Canada goose, 
ducks, and snow goose this year. State and Federal 
waterfowl regulations and requirements apply. Hunt
ing wil l take place on each Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, November 19 to 23 and December 24 to Janu
ary 14. The daily bag limit for Canada goose, is one 
bird per day. 

The West Waterfowl Area has been closed to hunting 
since 1992. Canada goose hunting has been closed in 
the Atlantic Fly way since the 1995-1996 season after 
population declines in the / 
late 1980"s and 1990"s. 
This provided an opportu- "̂̂ ^̂  -
nity for the migrant Canada 
goose population to re
cover. Aerial surveys of 
breeding grounds in north
ern Quebec around the 
Hudson and Ungava Bay 
regions documents a 57 
percent increase in the At
lantic population from the 
previous year. 

We are pleased to be able to provide this hunting op
portunity on the refuge this year under the state frame
works. Hunting is one of the six priority wildlife-de
pendent public uses permitted on refuges. We encour
age these opportunities when they are compatible with 
the refuge purpose and the mission of the National 
Wildlife Refuge System. Bombay Hook is able to pro
vide opportunities for five of the priority public uses: 
wildlife observation, interpretation, environmental edu
cation, and wildlife photography. Fishing is the sixth 3 

priority public use. Although fishing occurs in the riv
ers in the marsh, those areas not under the manage
ment of the refuge. Bombay Hook National Wildlife 
Refuge hosts 170,000 visitors each year. 

Hunters in the West Waterfowl Area may also harvest 
snow goose and ducks in this area during the Canada 
goose season within the State frameworks. The snow 
goose population has 
steadily increased in the 
Atlantic Flyway over 
the last two years. The 
refuge experiences 
peaks of 100,000 birds 
annually and as many as 
198,000 in 1997. 
These large numbers of 
birds cause damage to refuge marshes when feeding 
by creating "eat outs" areas where all of the marsh 
vegetation is removed, including the roots. The snow 
goose season at the refuge is part of an effort to re
duce the snow goose population and resulting habitat 
damage. 

Part of the salt marsh wil l be open again for a special 
snow goose hunt during portions of the regular state 
season for this species, as well as during a special 
"Bombay Hook only" season in mid-November. Hunt
ing wi l l be permitted beginning Friday, October 5 and 
wi l l continue each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
through January 14 and reopen February 4 through 
March 9. 

The South Waterfowl 
Area, also known as Kelly 
Island, will also be open to 
waterfowl hunting again 
this year. On Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday October 5 and 6, 
October 27 to November 3, and November 19 to Janu
ary 14. It is also open for the Youth Hunt on October 
20. 

Additional hunt information, check-in information, and 
regulations may be obtained from the Refuge office 
(302)653-9345, 



A Fallen Comrade 

This has been a difficult time for many of us across the country due to the terrorist acts that took 
place on September 11,2001. The Refuge System family was directly affected with the loss of Rich 
Guadagno, Refuge Manager at Humbolt Bay National Wildlife Refuge, who died in the plane crash 
in Pennsylvania. During Rich's career, he worked at many refuges in this Region including Prime 
Hook NWR. Many of the staff here at Bombay Hook knew him from his time at Prime Hook and 
at other refuges in the Region. Those of us that knew Rich are sure that he was one of the passen
gers that tried to regain control of the plane from the hijackers. He was a man of character, kindness, 
and dedication to duty. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family. 

A lot of folks from both the Pacific Region and from the Northeast Region pulled a great deal of 
information and photos together and it now may be viewed via the Fish and Wildlife Service home 
page at http;//fws.gov. 
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