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Our Mission Statement.

The Friends of Bombay Hook is a
not -for - profit corporation working
in conjunction with Bombay Hook
NWR and the U. S. Fish and Wild-
life Service. It supports and en-
hances educational and recrea-
tional programs at Bombay Hook,
provides volunteer services and
financial assistance and serves as
a link between the refuge and the
public.

The Visitor Center will reopen on
the weekends starting September
6 -- Volunteers are needed.

Changes are coming to the
Refuge Store -- s e e
Reporto on

Published Quarterly by
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Find us on Facebook!!
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Presi dentods
By Linda Osiecki

T he

At the beginning of August, | had the privilege to attend the
Friends Academy at the National Conservation Training Cen-
ter of the Fish and Wildlife Service in Shepherdstown, West
Virginia. With Board members of Friends groups from across
the country (Alaska to Florida), we shared our challenges and
successes in supporting our local National Wildlife Refuge
plus one Fish Hatchery, while learning more about national
policies, procedures, and better ways for non  -profit organiza-
tions to operate. The Friends Academy was preceded in June
by a Peer-to-Peer Workshop hosted by Great Swamp National
Wildlife Refuge in New Jersey. Friends and staff from refuges
in our region attended, and were able to share specifics about
their programs and practices. | am excited about new pro-
grams we will have in the coming year for Friends and volun-
teers, as well as becoming more effective in supporting the
Refuge and what visitors do there, especially wildlife observa-
tion and photography, environmental education and interpre-
tation.

This month is the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the
Wilderness Act. On September 3, 1964 President Lyndon B.
Johnson signed this law. The bill established the National Wil-
derness Preservation System and set aside 9.1 million acres
of wild lands for the use and benefit of the American people.
Over the past 50 years, over 100 million acres have been add-
ed to this land preservation system. In the Wilderness Act,
"Wilderness" is defined as areas where the earth and its com-

i Ref ug guniBids 6f lif€are left unchanged by people, where the prima-
p a g ey f@ces of nature are in control, and where people them-

selves are visitors who do not remain; wilderness lands may
contain ecological, geological, scientific, educational, scenic

or historical value. Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge has
the honor of having the first wilderness land under this Act.

Looking back at conservation history such as the Wilderness
Act, my thoughts are directed to the value of Bombay Hook
the views of the landscape at Shearness Pool, the forested
areas near the Boardwalk Trail, hearing birds feeding at Ray-
mond Pool. | hope that you will be able to participate in new
events in the coming year, and find a way that you can volun-
teer in order to help others to enjoy wilderness at our Refuge.
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Barn Owl .
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Sparrow,-neR&aed P h al|Sahrecapren;e s s Po
!Gl ossy Bebars; SwaBmwpb:whi t e -p a$ emit ed
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L CARE Relltdmsmred@Gc aNat i onal
pretmewnell R c f Uges: Home for Wil dl i
; Ent hu®i ast s

In June, 2014, the Cooperative Alliance for Refuge En-
hancement (CARE) released a new report, 7 Amer / ¢ aod
National Wildlife Refuges. Home for Wildlife, Haven for

Wi | dl i fe E n Ackording #osthesreport, the

steady decline in congressional funding is threatening

the economic vitality of hundreds of local communities

that rely on the tourism and recreation dollars that ref-

uges provide.

Without adequate funding for basic maintenance and repairs, ref-
uges will be forced to reduce visitor services and wildlife habitat
management, which will reduce opportunities to hunt, fish, and
view wildlife on refuge lands.

AMore than $2.4 billion generated in | ocal economies
t he Nati onal Wil dlife Refuge Associati on, which | ead
engi nes, but without sufficient funding from Congres

The CARE coalition is comprised of 23 wildlife, sporting and conservation organizations that span
the political spectrum, representing 16 million Americans who value outdoor recreation, scientific
research and wildlife conservation. The report notes the benefits wildlife refuges provide, and also
what is at stake if funds were to be cut.

To view the reportoés highlights ahttg/fundefuges.org2d14/06/h e e n
care -releases -americas -national -wildlife -refuges -home -for -wildlife -haven -for -wildlife -enthusiasts/ .

Reprinted from http:/fundrefuges.org
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2014 Legislative Priorit ca.
Now Available Online

The National Wil dl i f e201R &dyislagivee Privs- s

ties for Americads Wil dlife, i s l i ne
This report hi ghlights the Refug top
priorities for 2014 that are aimed to secure a lasting conservation

legacy for our children and grandchildren. Our priorities cover

critical conservation needs, from increased operational funding

for our beleaguered National Wildlife Refuge System to encourag-

ing conservation partnerships suf¢ NanowaL Wikoure Rarocs Assocumon Ame

ing lands like ranches and farms that leverage federal funding in 2014Lrsislaﬁ::Phri%ﬁ'ft;sf::r:;:f-riﬂ'svgld:if-
. and ti ational Wi enﬂuge em
support of landscape -level conservation. &

We also highlight the need to continue engaging volunteers in the
service of wildlife conservation. Volunteers, including the over
230 refuge support AFriendso organizations, are res|
contribution of over 1.4 million hours is valued at $31 million.

With a refuge | ocated in every state and within an h
es provide unparalleled opportunities to experience
wildlife heritage. Refuges are economic engines, providing $4.87 for their local communities for eve-

ry $1 of federal investment, creating 35,000 jobs, and generating $2.4 billion in economic output.

To view or print entire document go to: http://refugeassociation.org/wp ___-content/uploads/2014/04/
Priorities -2014 web.pdf .

Reprinted from: http://refugeassociation.org/
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efuge Store

ceport

This is an invitation to come to the store to start or to finish your holiday shopping.
The Refuge Store is having its usual fall sale. All short -sleeved t-shirts will be start-
ing at 25% off. During the next few weeks, both the number of items on sale and
the percentage discounted will increase. There will be amazing sales coming during
September.

Due to the new Friends Policy of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, starting in Octo-
ber the Refuge Store can only be operated by Friends Volunteers. Due to this, the
Refuge Store layout will be reconfigured and the times that the Refuge Store will be
open during Visitor Center hours will vary.

Thank you so much Tina, Oscar, Suzan, and Gary and all past stafft You have each,
UbX U "~ ( aUXY Ub Ybcfacig X]ZZYfYbWY ]6b




Childrend sAdventure Day

~
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to get outside and explore together. Families brought picnic lunches, explored
the refuge, and participated in fun activities.

#1 11T OET C xAO A Ci 1T A T#=EEl A0dT EAUWITGI AéAé@@OAO ET OERA
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Thanks to volunteers and Friends of Bombay Hook for making the day special

to so many children.

Look in the Calendar of Events for the Fall Family Exploration Series.
Forages7 -10years old. Families will explore the Refuge and learn about the

habitats of Bombay Hook and the animals that live there.
7



