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Our Mission Statement:

The Friends of Bombay Hook is a
not - for - profit corporation working
in conjunction with Bombay Hook
NWR and the U. S. Fish and Wild-

life Service. It supports and en-
hances educational and recrea-
tional programs at Bombay Hook,
provides volunteer services and
financial assistance and serves as
a link between the refuge and the
public.

The Visitor Center will close on the
weekends beginning December 14,
2013 and will reopen March 1, 2014.

Due to the Federal Shutdown, the
Fall Green Sale at the Refuge Store
will run from November 15th thru
Christmas.

Published Quarterly by
Friends of Bombay Hook, Inc.
2591 Whitehall Neck Road
Smyrna, DE 19977
(302) 653 -6872
http://www.friendsofbombayhook.org

Find us on Facebook!!

The Presidentoés

By Linda Osilecki

Corner

When | was in elementary school, | remember
getting out paper and a pencil to figure out how
old | would be in the year 2000. It's hard to be-

lieve that 2014 is upon us.

New years are a time for new goals and ideas.

Here are a few suggestions:

+ Keep track of your bird sightings at Bombay
Hook for your own big year. Enter your sight-

ings in the E -Bird Tracker so that others can

know where the birds are. Bring a camera

with you.

+ Consider how you can help out at the refuge
by volunteering for a special event, at the Vis-

itor Center, joining Garden Keepers, or for pe-
riodic maintenance and clean up.

+ Come to one of the refuge talks on wildlife,
gardening with native plants, and other top-
ics. Speakers have great information to share.
Many have improved their home habitats for
wildlife with ideas from gardening programs.

+ Encourage a friend to visit Bombay Hook.
Getting a duck stamp will cover your friend's
admission fee thru the end of June.

| hope that 2014 will be a great year for Bombay

Hook and for each of you.
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BI R D NdTE S Summer Perfod June through August 2013

Weather during the report period was in stark contrast to re-
) o cent past years. Very dry conditions have prevailed during
B}' Franldln Smlth the past few years during the summer season, but heavy fre-
guent rains made the months of June and July two of the
wettest in recent memory. Over 20 inches of rainfall was recorded during those two months.
Rainfall was much less during August and was slightly below normal with less than three inches

recorded. Ground nesting birds such as Bobwhite and Turkey apparently coped with the wet
conditions as several broods of these species were encountered.

The late summer southern shorebird migration was very evident within the impoundments and

the tidal flats during July and August. A few of the local nesters, such as Black

fledged young from their nests within the impoundments. Early waterfowl migrants were noted
the end of August with the presence of Green - and Blue -winged Teal as well as a few Shovelers
and Pintails. Wood Duck broods were quite evident in both Finis and Bear Swamp during this

period.

Volunteer Joel Martin has maintained the refuge's Purple Martin colonies for many years and
does an outstanding job. His annual report was submitted to the refuge staff summarizing the
results of this year's Purple Martin nesting. This year's 92 Purple Martin pairs laid 493 eggs,
369 hatched, and 339 young birds were reported to have successfully fledged. Fledgling totals
have been relatively stable during the last five years. Joel's efforts are a valuable contribution
to Bombay Hook's efforts to support migratory bird populations.

Reported Sightings

Following are a collection of selected bird observations reported from Bombay Hook NWR dur-
ing the report period. Sources of information include bird observation sheets by refuge visitors,
internet postings of refuge sightings such as Birdline Delaware , data collected by state and fed-

eral biologists, as well as personal observations
and communications. | urge refuge visitors to

post their observations on either the sheets or

on the E -Bird Tracker in the Visitor Center. |
have grouped the reported observations by
week throughout the spring period. | have

grouped the observations by land features (in

bold type) when specific locations are included
with the reports, such as pool name or field lo-

cation.

6/01 -6/07 - Raymond Pool: Seaside Sparrow,
Red-necked Phalarope, White -rumped Sandpi-
pers, American Avocets, Black -necked Stilt,
Sanderling, Black -bellied Plover, Semi -palmated
Plover; Allee House: Dickcissel; Shearness Pool :
Tri-colored Heron, Horned Grebe, Tundra Swan,
Black Skimmer, Common Gallinule, Least Bit-
tern, Coot, Pied -billed Grebe; Bear Swamp:
Bobwhite; Finis Pool: Prothonotary Warbler.

6/08 -6/14 - Allee House: Dickcissel, Grasshop-
per Sparrows; Shearness Pool : Black Skimmers,
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is published quarterly by
( FOBH) 6 ,-profitsb01(c)§3im organization working in
conjunction with Bombay Hook NWR and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. FOBH provides financial and
developmental support for environmental education
programs at the refuge and in communities throughout
the region.

Our readers are encouraged to share comments,
provide articles for publication and/or suggestions
regarding the refuge as well as notifying us of address

changes.

Please direct communications to:

Friends of Bombay Hook, Inc.
2591 Whitehall Neck Road

Smyrna, DE 19977
Phone: (302) 653 -6872
Fax: (302) 653-0684
email: fobhmembership@idv.net

http://www.friendsofbombayhook.org
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Caspian Tern; Finis Pool: Prothonotary Warbler; Numerous Upland Areas: Bobwhite; Other Uni-
dentified Refuge Areas : Common Gallinules, Least Bittern, Black -crowned Night Herons, Yellow -
crowned Night Heron, Semi  -palmated Plover, White  -rumped Sandpiper, American Avocet, Black
-necked Stilts (nesting), Tundra Swan, Ruddy Duck, Cliff Swallow.

6/15 -6/21 - Allee House: Dickcissel, Grasshopper Sparrow, Bob-
white; Bear Swamp: Black -necked Stilt; Shearness Pool : Tundra
Swan, Ruddy Duck; Finis Pool: Prothonotary Warbler, Barred Owl;
Other Unidentified Refuge Areas : Common Gallinules, Black Skim-
mer, American Kestrel, Bald Eagles.

6/22 -6/28 - Allee House: Dickcissel; Raymond Pool: Seaside Spar-
rows, Reeve; Shearness Pool : Ruddy Duck, Clapper Rail, Sora,
Tundra Swan; Bear Swamp: Gallinule, Green Heron, Bobwhite.

6/29 -7/05 - Allee House: Dickcissel, Bobwhite, Grasshopper Spar-
row; Raymond Pool: Bald Eagle; Shearness Pool : Tundra Swan;
Bear Swamp : Least Bittern, Gallinule; Finis Pool: Prothonotary
Warbler, Bobolink;  Other Unidentified Refuge Areas: American Av- $EAEAEOOAI
ocets, Black-necked Stilt, Semi-palmated Sandpipers, Spotted

Sandpipers, Lesser and Greater Yellowlegs, Short -billed Dowitchers, Ruddy Ducks.

7/06 -7/13 - Allee House: Dickcissel, Grasshopper Sparrow, Blue Grosbeak, Orchard Oriole,
Bobwhite; Raymond Pool:  Stilt Sandpipers, Western Sandpiper, American Avocets, Green -

winged Teal, Blue -winged Teal; Shearness Pool: Least Bittern, Tundra Swan; Bear Swamp:
Yellow -crowned Night Heron; Other Unidentified Refuge Areas . Pectoral Sandpipers, Solitary
Sandpipers, Willet, Semi - palmated Sandpipers, Short  -billed Dowitchers.

7/14 -7/19 - Allee House: Dickcissel, Grasshopper Sparrow, Bobwhite; Raymond Pool:  Wilson's
Phalarope, Bald Eagle, Stilt Sandpipers, American Avocet, Black -necked Stilt, Semi  -palmated
Plover, Western Sandpipers, White -rumped Sandpipers, Short  -billed Dowitchers, Long -billed
Dowitchers; Shearness Pool: Least Bittern, Little Blue Heron, Tri -colored Heron, Green Heron;

Bear Swamp: Black -crowned Night Heron, Black Skimmer, Solitary Sandpipers, Common Galli-
nules, Cliff Swallow; Whitehall Neck Road:  Pectoral Sandpiper.

7/20 -7/26 - Allee House: Dickcissel; Raymond Pool: American Avocets (200+), Stilt Sandpi-
pers, Long and Short -billed Dowitchers, Western Sandpipers; Shearness Pool: Least Bittern,
Tundra Swan; Bear Swamp: Pectoral Sandpipers;  Other Unidenti-
fied Refuge Areas: White -rumped Sandpipers, American Bittern,
Green Heron, Yellow -crowned Night Heron, Pied -billed Grebe, ClIiff
Swallow, Bank Swallow, Rough -winged Swallow, Purple Martin,
Bobwhite, Wild Turkey, Bobolink.

7/27 -8/02 - Raymond Pool: American Avocets (300), Black  -necked
Stilt, Black -bellied Plover, Semi -palmated Plover, Ruddy Turnstone,

2AAOR Sanderling, Stilt Sandpipers, Western Sandpipers, Bald Eagle, Os-
prey; Shearness Pool: American Bittern, Tundra Swan, Ruddy Duck; Bear Swamp: Pectoral
Sandpipers, Least Bitterns, Black - and Yellow -crowned Night Herons; Refuge Entrance Road:

Bobolink; Other Unidentified Refuge Areas  : Bank Swallows, Wild Turkey, Yellow -billed Cuckoo,
Willow Flycatcher, Yellow -Breasted Chat, Scarlet Tanager.

8/03 -8/09 - Allee House: Grasshopper Sparrow; Raymond Pool: Wilson Phalarope, Marbled

(Continued on next page)
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Bird Notes (Continued from previous page)

Godwit, American Avocets (386), Stilt Sandpipers (289), Black -bellied Plovers, Semi - palmated
Plovers, Pectoral Sandpiper, Long - and Short -billed Dowitchers; Bear Swamp: Black -crowned
Night Heron, Yellow -crowned Night Heron, Gull  -billed Tern; Other Unidentified Refuge Areas:
Tundra Swan, Ruddy Duck, Pied -billed Grebe, Least Bitterns, American Bittern, Cattle Egret,

Little Blue Heron.

8/10 -8/16 - Raymond Pool:  Stilt Sandpipers, American Avocets (300+), Black -bellied Plover,
Semi - palmated Plover, Black -necked Stilt, Spotted Sandpiper, White -rumped Sandpiper, West-
ern Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Semi -palmated Sandpiper, Long - and Short -billed Dowitchers;
Bear Swamp: Least Bittern, Glossy lbis; Shearness Pool : Tundra Swan, Ruddy Ducks, Least
Bitterns, Glossy Ibis, Mute Swan, Pied -billed Grebe; Other Unidentified Refuge Areas: Blue Vir-
eo, Canada Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Yellow -breasted Chat, Yellow -billed Cuckoo.

8/17 -8/24 - Raymond Pool: Hudsonian Godwit, Marbled Godwit, American Avocets (400 -900),
Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper, Black -necked Stilt, Pectoral Sandpiper; Shearness Pool :
Caspian Tern; Other Unidentified Refuge Areas: Cooper's Hawk, Peregrine Falcon, Bald Eagle,
Red-shouldered Hawk, Tundra and Mute Swans, Northern Pintail, Ruddy Ducks.

8/25 -8/31 - Raymond Pool : American Avocet, Hudsonian Godwit, Black -bellied Plovers, West-
ern Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Stilt Sandpipers; Other Unidentified Refuge Areas  : Little Blue
Herons, Glossy Ibis, Peregrine Falcon, Northern Harrier, Bald Eagle, Black -billed Cuckoo, Os-
prey, Bobolink.
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Fall Green Sale
To celebrate ecology and saving money.

had sales were the two highest income months in our history.So count
on those sales being repeated. Since the government shutdown cut into
time for the store to be open, along with the refuge closure, our Novem-“*
ber sale will be stretched out to start the middle of the month. Th&all Green Sale
will run from November 15th through ChristmasWe will have 25% off of practical-
ly everything in the store, except Marcia's regular ornaments and a few other new?®
items. Members will also receive their usual 10% discount on top of
that. Remember that the store is only open weekdays again starting the 14th o

December. So, come shop early for your holiday gifting, especially if you need
to shop on weekends.
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Marcia Poling has created a beautiful ornament for

this year available exclusively at the Refuge ,3%
Store. We are intending to start a tradition of yearly i
ornaments from Marcia. The 2013 ornament is a Belt- ¢
ed Kingfisher. We are also expanding Marcia's orna- ,3%
ment line from only bird ornaments to other wild- o
life. Since one of the major priorities in the store is e
to only carry items which relate to things which may %
actually be found on the refuge, the additional orna- oo
ments will be of wildlife found at Bombay Hook. e

Additional items added this season are:

£ An additional variety of Christmas ornaments.

£ Lens cleaning cloths.

£ The cutest Santa ornament....he is a birder

£ Leaf decals for windows that only birds can see to protect them from

EE T
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crashes. ’3%‘
£ Cardinal Coaster sets. %
£ Christmas thistle stockings. “
2 Advice from a Cardinal and others on Long Sleeve Tees (also on mugs). e
£ Bird-friendly coffees. %
£ Pajarro field bags. o
£ Autographed copies of Kevin Fleming's new book7/he Beach. *3%‘
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